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then, is their object in demanding this change? 
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|, for redress. 


Let us beware that under a false plea other and | 


more nefarious objects are not really sought to 
be obtained, and which it is feared openly to 
avow; such as the establishment of freedmen’s 


bureaus with numerous hordes of political leeches, | 


confiscation of property, to be divided among fa- 
vored victors, and kindred and equally objection- 
able schemes which have found advocates upon 
this floor. Above all this, in the absence of any 
valid reason for bringing this proposition again 
before the present Congress, let us make ourselves 
sure that it is not in reality a covert attempt to 


ascertain to what extent the American people are | 


willing to consent that the sovereignty of the 
States shall be curtailed and their form of gov- 
ernment converted into a strong, centralized, im- 
perial Power. It is not the first time in our his- 
tory that such an attempt has been made. Nay, 
sir, it was resistance to such an attempt that gave 
existence to the Democratic party itself. ‘There 


: | 
are some of us who can remember the adminis- | 


tration of the elder Adams, who remember his 
odious alien and sedition laws, and other meas- 
ures of his administration destructive alike of the 
rights of the States and the liberty of individuals. 

{ contend, Mr. Speaker, even admitting, which 
1 do not, that the Constitution needs amendment 
in reference to the question of slavery, that this 
is not the proper time to agitate, much less to act 
upon, so grave and important a question. Let 
us wait unul the nation shall calmly repose in 


peace, and all feclings of enmity toward our err- | 


ing brethren of the South shall have subsided, 
and good-will and harmony again prevail overall 
sections of the country. Now, inthe midst of 
war, when passion and prejudice are inflamed to 
their highest pitch, is not the time to essay the 
amendment of our fundamental law; and the more 
especially when it is admitted by the advocates 
themselves of the proposition to amend that the 
object they seck to attain, namely, the abolition 
of slavery, has already been accomplished. Let 
us not, impelled by the mere excitement of the 
hour, engage in acts which may cause us to re- 
pent for all future ime. We have, Mr. Speaker, 
in the history of one of ourchurchesan aptillus- 


tration proving how in our over-zeal to accomplish | 


an apparent right we may perpetrate the most 
palpable wrong. ‘The Methodist church in this 
country was originally,and for many years after 
its establishment,a prosperous and a united body. 
Some years ago abolitionism made its appearance 
in the church, and in the over-anxiety of some of 
the members for the welfare of the negro, it came 
very near being the instrument, in bad hands, of 
working grievous wrong upon aportion of their 
white brethren. It was first insisted upon that 
slaveholders should be disqualified from holding 
the office of bishop in the church, This disquali- 
fication was next extended to the ministry, and 
afterward urged by some to the extent of apply- 
ing ittolaymen by excluding them from member- 
ship. A disruption of the church was the natural 
consequence, and the sequel was the establish- 
ment of two distinct and separate bodies, the 
Methodistchurch Northand the Methodist church 
South. After the separation, the church South in- 


sisted upon having their pro rala share of the | 


property owned incommon by the disrupted body, 
and also a proportionate share of the fund raised 
for the support and maintenance of aged and in- 
digent preachers,(to which they had contributed,) 
but the radical abolition wing of the church North 
denied their application. ‘The injustice of their 
proceeding must be clearly manifest to every un- 
prejudiced mind, ahd I refer to it only as an illus- 
tration of the extent to which men impelled by 
an ultra spirit of fanaticism may become blinded 
to the most palpable considerations of even-handed 
justice. Of course the church South could not sub- 
mit to be deprived of their rights and their prop- 
erty upon the simple plea that they were slave- 
holders, and not to be recognized for that reason 
as partof the church community, and they ap- 
plied to the Supreme Court of the United States 
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The result was a verdict in their 
favor. 


Does not this history, Mr. Speaker, afford us 


}| a lesson and warning which we should heed? It 


| is not many years since the occurrence of these 
events, and many who were participants therein 
are yet on the stage of action. 1 have no doubt 


| in error, and will agree with me that they should 
not too hastily act where it is possible that hur- 
ried action may cause injustice and wrong. 


| taken idea that we are thereby benefiting the ne- 
gro. A blind spirit of fanaticism, under the ex- 
cited passions of the moment, if suffered to sway 
ouraction, can bring harm only to both races and 
tothe country. 

There is, Mr. Speaker, another reason which 
should induce us to approach the consideration 
| of this question with great caution, 
amendment to the Constitution, force it upon the 
States now in rebellion, and let the result be then 
restoration to the Union, and who can predict 
what stumbling-blocks may be thrown in the way 
of the execution of the Federal laws on the sub- 
ject?) The abolition of slavery forced upon them 
without their consent and against their will, it is 
but natural to suppose that the people of those 
| States will not feel particularly awxious to aid in 
carrying the measure into practical effect. Every 
| one remembers the trouble experienced in the ex- 
ecution of the Federal law known as the fugitive 
slave law in some of the States which now claim 


parlance is called ** loyalty to the Federal Govern- 
ment,’’ but which, in my humble opinion, oftener 
partakes of the nature of party fealty than of that 
of true patriotism. In opposition to that law, 
some of the States adopted enactments going to 
the extent of disfranchising officials or citizens 
attempting or aiding to enforce it. Is there not, at 





following this example, may in like manner at- 
tempt to thwart and interfere with the execution 
of laws carrying into effect the abolition of sla- 
very? Would it not be better to wait until the 
people of these States themselves, by their own 
action, provide for the practical abolition of sla- 
very, or rather for the removal of the corpse from 
which, we are told, the life has long since de- 
parted. All the free States at the North have 
doneso, and Delaware, Maryland, West Virginia, 
Missouri, Louisiana, and Tennessee are said to 
have followed suit already. Why not leave the 


Mr. Speaker, the platform upon which | was 


|| elected was ‘*the Constitution as it is and the 


Union as it was.’’ The Constitution was framed 


| and patriotism that in my opinion casts far in the 
shade the blatant claims of the most loud-mouthed 
and loyal of all the ** loyal leaguers”’ in the land. 


by the fathers of the Republic, and which, ad- 
hered to three quarters of a century, bore the 
ship of State safely and prosperously upon a 
| glorious career, and the disregard of which has 
thrown the noble craft among the rocks which now 
threaten her destruction. 

I shall strive to preserve inviolate the pledges 
| have made to support and defend the Constitu- 
tion. I have lived under it for halfa century, and 





that they are now satisfied that they were then | 


Let us then, in our action in reference to this | 
question of constitutional amendment, heed this | 
lesson, and be careful not to encroach upon the | 
rights or enslave the white man, under the mis- | 


to be filled to overflowing with what in modern | 








Adopt this | 





least, danger to be apprehended that other States, | 


causes which operated upon these States to work | 
out the same effects upon their sister slave States? | 


by far better and wiser men than ourselves. They | 
| are all gone, but they have left a record of purity | 


| 1 but do justice to my constituency and reflect | 
| their views when I say that they have not only || 


| been happy and contented under the rule of the 
| Constitution, but will never consent to its amend- 
| ment until at least the necessity for it shall be so 


| manifest that the question shall not be fairly open 
| to controversy. 


| ‘The abstract question of our right to amend || 
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New Sentes.....No. 34. 
the Constitution has been discussed at length and 
with great ability by members on both sides of 
the House, but the debate has elicited little really 
new. Conceding, even, that Congress bas the 
right to amend the Constitution in reference to 
slavery as a domestic institution (which [ do net) 
my position is that this is not the proper time 
for this power to be exercised. The pretense as- 
signed by some that Congress should abolish sla- 
very for the purpose of benefiting the slavehold- 
ers themselves is tomy mind simply absurd. Are 
they incompetent to judge as to what is best for 
their own interests, and Congress alone compe- 
tent soto do? ‘That is the argument; and what 
an argument it is to be seriously urged in a rep- 
resentative republican Government like ours! It 
is the old British theory that ‘* King and Parlia- 
ment are omnipotent,’’ and which our fathers 
repudiated when they framed our Constitution, 
‘Those who favor this theory are at least consist- 
ent in advocating an amendment of this instru- 
ment, 

It is claimed by some that the result of the re- 
cent presidential clection affords conclusive evi- 
dence of the fact that the people are in favor of 
amending the Constitution of the United States 
so that it shall abolish and prohibit slavery. This 
I deny. Whatever may have been the hopes and 
wishes of ultra abolitionists, I insist that this was 
not the issue made up and presented to the peo- 
ple. In my own State, at least, | know that this 
was not the case. What is the record in connec- 
tion with this question? At the last session of 
Congress this same resolution was submitted and 
it failed to pass. The people had every reason 
to suppose that would be the end of it. 

‘There may be some who will claim that the fact 
that Reuben E. Fenton received a majority of the 
votes of New York State for Governor 1s to be 
received as an indorsement of his act in voting in 
favor of this proposition at the last session of Con- 
gress. This claim, | imagine, will not bear the 
test of the slightest scrutiny. There were other 
causes which produced that result. ‘The people, 
in my opinion, were in many cases led astray by 
brawling, hireling demagogues, who lived and 
thrived upon the spoils of office; who misrepre- 
sented the position of the Democratic party by 
charging its leaders as being in favor of a dishon- 
orable peace at the sacrifice of the Union. Inad- 
dition there was brought to bear in favor of Mr. 
Fenton and his party the immense patronage of 
the General Government; the army of custom- 
house, post office, and internal revenue officials; 
the employés in the navy-yard; Army and Navy 
contractors, and others. Yet with all this aid the 
party supporting Mr. Fenton would have failed 
(as I think even my colleague will concede) had 
the thousands who were unable to deposit their 
votes in New York and Brooklyn in consequence 
of inadequate provision for theirveception, have 
been able to express their preferences at the bal- 
lot-box, and the Democratic soldiers now serving 
their country in the field been at home to vote 
sctenonanaill I feel assured no reasonable man 


| could have doubted but that the State would have 


| Brooklyn. 


| given a handsome majority. Even as it was, sir, 
lor myself, Mr. Speaker, I shall prefer to be | 


guided in my action by the landmarks laid down | 


Mr. Fenton’s majority was less than the number 
of Government employés in the single a of 

I say, then, itis preposterous to claim 
that the people of the State of New York voted 
in favor of this constitutional amendment. So 
far from the question being submitted to them, it 
was carefully kept out of view during the cam- 

align. 

The platform upon which those of us from 
NewYork representing Democratic constitucncies 
stood when we were elected was, ‘the Constta- 
tion as it is and the Union as it was.’’ My col- 
league, | believe, stood there with me then; for 
myself, | am content to stand there now. The 
phrase, ‘the Constitution as it is,” admits of 
no misunderstanding; it is plain, direct, and un- 
equivocal, and cannot be tortured to mean the 
Constitution as a party majority see fit to make 
it. **The Union as it was,’’ 1 construe to mean 
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the Union of former days, when constitutional '| cannot but admitthis if he compares the statistics 


i] 
guarantees were regarded as sacred by all sec- || 


tions of the country, and the integrity of that 
Union, with or without slavery, it will be my 
humble effort ever to preserve inviolate. 

Mr. Speaker, there are those, and my colleague 


isamong them, who plead as an excuse for voting | 


for this proposition thatafterall itamounts merely 


to a reference of the question to the people of the | 


States, and they are finally to decide the ques- | 


tion, This argument would, I confess, have some 


force with me if it was n correct one, but so far | 


as New York is concerned it is not. The present 


Legislature of the State will be in session long | 


afier this Congress has ceased to exist, and it is 


to that Legislature, who have already given ut- || 


terance to their sentiments upon the subject, that 
this resolution, if it passes, will be referred. 


But, || 


sir, as a Representative in this House | cannot | 


fulfill the duty intrusted to me by shirking a re- | 


sponsibility which Lam called upon to bear. My 
constituents do not desire this measure. I fulfill 
their wishes and perform my own duty in voting 
against it, 


The Legislature now in session was notchosen 


with reference to the opinion of its members or 
their probable action upon the proposed consti- 
tutional amendment. No one will claim it, and 
yet it is proposed by my colleague that they shall 
act for the people of the State on the subject. Di- 
vided upas are the counties the Republican party, 
with a bare majority of the popular vote of the 
State, has nearly two thirds of the Legislature, 
and judging from the acts of their Representa- 
tives here it is easy to predict what would have 
been their action, ‘The people of New York will 
never be permitted to give a direct vote upon the 
question. For one | will never consent that the 
voice of my constituents shall thus be suppressed 
and overriden. 

Mr. Speaker, | am no advocate of slavery. 
Years ago I was opposed to its extension, so far 
as I could legally and constitutionally do so, be- 

ond the limits within which it then existed. 1 
Loved slavery to be an evil then, and I believe 
itto be an evil now. I have been charged with 
inconsistency by some of my Democratic friends, 
who, when the institution had powerful friends, 
favored its extension, but who now, when its 
power has departed, are over-zealous in efforts to 
exterminate it, Nay, they are not satisfied with 
its acknowledged death, but are clamorous to be 
allowed to act as grave diggers at its burial. It 
is, perhaps, the zeal which we are told ever in- 
spires new converts. For myself Ll have only to 
say that | have endeavored to be thoroughly con- 
sistent. My opposition to slavery does not per- 
mit me to aid in perpetrating gross wrong. I hope 
that slavery may be abolished, and have ever 
hoped so, but not through the impulses of a wild 
fanaticism, surging on reckless of the rights and 
interests alike of the slave and the slaveholder; 


not by the exercise of doubtful powers under | 


the excitement of passion and prejudice, but by 
calm, careful, and considerate action. Let us 


convince the States interested in its abolition of | 


its propriety, and let them abolish it, as under 
the Constitution they may do, and as some of 
them are doing. It is purely a local question, 
and Congress might with as much propriety in- 
terfere with the system of labor in the large man- 
ufacturing establishments in the East, as with 
slaver 
to both. 
they are my views now, and I cannot see wherein 
they are inconsistent. 

Among other reasons adduced by my colleague 
for favoring the proposed amendment, is the 
alleged effect slavery produces in retarding the 
growth and prosperity of the States where it ex- 
ists as compared with those where it does not. 
This is, in my judgment, jumping at conclusions. 
Why, let me ask my friend, does New York 
show agreater growth and a greater degree of pros- 
er than New Hampshire or Vermont? Is it 

ecause the latter areslave States? Why, let me 
ask again, does the city of Providence show a 
greater degree of prosperity and advancement than 
the city of Warren, both in Rhode Island, and 
both free? He will look in vain to find in slavery 
a sojution of thege questions. There are other 
causes which prada the effects agcribed by him 


in the South, because evils are incidental | 
These have ever been my views, and | 


| 








shire or Vermont, or those of New Orleans with 
those of Newburyport or Bennington. 
My colleague further says: 


** When labor shall be free at the South, then will it com- 
mand and have the respect which is its justdue. Then 


will millions of the white men of the North participate and | 
The masses of our || 


share in the blessings thus secured. 


of Louisiana or Georgia with those of New Hamp- | 
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Bat 1am constrained to say the past history of 


| 
| 


native and foreign-born laborers, now toiling in the severer | 
climate of the North, will be invited to enter upon these || 


| newly opened fields for their industry and occupation. The 
now hidden resources of the States south will be developed 
by the brain and muscle of the northern laborer.”’ 


I, sir, was of the class he alludesto. My Cau- 
casian blood revolts at the idea advanced by my 
friend, that were the negroes freed by abolishing 
slavery the South would at onee become the El 
Dorado of the native and foreign-born white Ja- 
borer of the North by allowing him the privilege 
of laboring side by side with the African freed- 
man of the South. We may as well expect the 
| most opposite things in nature to be reconciled, 
the most incongruous to harmonize, as that such 
a thing can happen. He needs but to take one 
step further to advocate amalgamation. 

I hope, sir, that this hitherto glorious and happy 
country, the home and asylum of millions of 
white men, will not be doomed to become the land 
of a race of hybrids, and thus by degrees be blot- 
ted out of existence in accordance with the im- 
mutable laws of nature. 

Another question, Mr. Speaker, although of 
| great importance, appears to be silently passed 
over by those favoring the amendment. How, 
sir,are the expenses of this war to be paid? Are 
they to be borne and made a burden upon the 
white labor of the North solely? Abolish sla- 
very, and you destroy the ability on the part of 
the South to contribute a portion of what they 
should in justice be held topay. Adoptthe plan 
of gradual emancipation, as proposed, and it is 
reasonable to suppose they would be unable to 
bear their share. The South have been largely 
instrumental in creating this liability, and should 
not be permitted to evade payment by affording 
them an excuse for it. This cannot but be the 
case, unless abolition at the South produces re- 
sults totally diflerent from those experienced else- 
where, and the natural habits of the negro have 
become entirely changed. Indirect confiscation 
of the lands, if they should under the circum- 
stances be of sufficient or any value, will have to 
| be resorted to to get from the States now in re- 
bellion what under a more humane and politic 
system might have been more easily obtained, 
Conciliatory action on our part, combined with 
proper vigilance, is more likely to produce good 
results than any system of violence and severity, 
which only produces irritation and discontent, and 
which is almost sure to result in real injury to the 
white man, while of doubtful benefit to the freed- 
_men of African descent. 

I have briefly stated my reasons, Mr. Speaker, 
for being opposed to the passage of any resolu- 
tion having for its object a change in the funda- 
mental law of the land, and shall vote against it. 
In so doing I shall act not only as my own con- 
| victions prompt me, but I am satisfied in direct 
conformity with the wishes of those whom | 
represent, 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, permit me to add 
that I have been for thirty yearsa Democrat. The 
experience of a long and not uneventful life only 
lead me to place fuller and firmer faith in the prin- 
ciples of my party. I have seen these principles 
one by one stricken down, but in their fall | have 
seen no advantage to my country. I see in this 
amendment to the Constitution but the consum- 
mation of a policy which has led to the bloodiest 


| 





the Republic more than once on the hazard of 
| battle. Upon you, gentlemen, upon the other side, 
the responsibility for this measure must rest. I, 
for one, cannot and will not‘aid you. You will 
_ soon have full power; exercise it. Take all the 
| credit the act will bring, and assume all the danger 
it involves. The Democratic party will stand by 
its old and well tried policy, guided by its old 
| land-marks, under its old banner, and keeping 
stefi to the music of the Union.- I cannot wish 
| my country better, sir, than that the party op- 
_ posed to that to which I belong rival the success 


solely to the institution of slayery, and my friend || of the Democracy, and shall emulate its glory. 


war in history, and which has placed the fate of | 


| hope for the future. 





| 


the party in power excites in my breast but little 
1 am weary of the experi- 


_ mental legislation, ending no man can tell jn 


what unforeseen disaster. Ofsuch legislation the 


| proposed amendment is a bad specimen, and [| 
| shall vote against it. 


Mr. ASHLEY. I call the previous question 
upon the pending motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the House on the 15th of last June re- 
jected a joint resolution (S. No. 16) submitting 
to the Legislatures of the several States a propo- 
sition to amend the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. STILES. 


I move to lay the motion to re- 


| consider on the table; and upon that | demand 


the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and it was decided in the 
negative—yeas 57, nays 111, not voting 14; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 


| cona, Bliss, Brooks, James 8. Brown, Chanler, Clay, Cox, 


Cravens, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridg-, 
Finck, Ganson, Grider, Hall, Harding, Harrington, Benja- 
min G. Harris, Charles M. Harris, Holman, Philip Johnsoy, 
William Johnson, Kalbfleisch,Kernan, Knapp, Law, Long, 
Matlory, William H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, 
Noble, John O'Neill, Pendleton, Perry, Pruyn, Samuel J. 
Randall, Robinson, Ross, Scott, William G. Steele, Stiles, 
Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, ‘Townsend, Wadsworth, Ward, 
Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Winfield, Benjamin 
Wood, and Fernando Wood—57. 

NAYS—Messts. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, 
Ashley, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Join D. Bildwin, Bax- 
ter, Beaman, Blaine, Blair, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Bran- 
degee, Broomall, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Coffroth, Cote, Creswell, Henry 
Winter Davis, ‘Thomas 'T. Davis, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, 
Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot. Farnsworth, 
Frank, Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, Griswold, Hale, Herrick, 
Higby, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John H. 
Hubbard, Hulburd, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Jutian, Kasson, Ket- 
ley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, King, Knox, 
Littlejohn, Loan, Longyear, Marvin, McAllister, MeBride, 
McClurg, MeIndoe, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, 
Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton,Odell, 
Charles O’Nedll, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, 
Price, William H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, John H. 
Rice, Edward U. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Schenck, Sco- 
field, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, Smithers, Spalding, Starr, 
Stevens, Thayer, Thomas, Tracy, Upson, Van Valken- 
burgh, Elihu B. Washberne, William B. Washburn, Web- 
ster, Wheeler, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, Wood- 
bridge, Worthington, and Yeaman—1)1. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. English, Hutchins, Lazear, 
Le Blond, Marcy, McDowell, McKinney, Middleton, 
Nelson, Radford, Rogers, John B. Steete, Voorhees, and 
Whaley—l4. 


So the motion to reconsider was not laid on the 
table. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri, stated that Mr. 
Rogers, of New Jersey, had been confined to his 
room several days by indisposition. 

Mr. CRAVENS stated that Mr. Voornees 
was still detained at his home in Indiana in con- 
sequence of severe sickness in his family. 

‘The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Asn- 
LEY, to reconsider, 

Mr. ANCONA ealled for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 112, nays 57, not voting 13; as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ar- 
nold, Ashley, Baily, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, 
Blaine, Blair, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, Broomall, 
William G. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, 
Cobb, Coffroth, Cole, Creswell, Heury Winter Davis, 
| Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Donnetly, 
Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, English, Farnsworth, Frank, 
Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, Griswold, Hale, Herrick, Higby, 
Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John Ub. Hub- 
bard, Hulburd, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, 
Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, King, Knox, Littte- 
john, Loan, Longyear, Marvin, McAllister, Mcbride, Me- 
Clurg, MeIndoe, Samuel F. Mitier, Moorhead, Morrill, 
Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton, Odeil, 
Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, 
Price, William H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, John UH. 
Rice, Edward H. Rollins, James 3. Rollins, Schenck, Sco 
field, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, Smithers, Spalding, Stuur, 
Stevens, Thayer, Thomas, Tracy, Upson, Van Vatken 
burgh, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Web- 
ster, Whaley, Wheeler, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Win- 
dom, Woodbridge, Worthington, and Yeaman—1!2. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Bliss, Brooks, James 8. Brown, Chanter, Clay, Cox, 
Cravens, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, 
Finek, Ganson, Grider, Hall, Harding, Harrington, Ben- 
| jamin G. Harris, Charlies M. Uarris, Holman, Philip John- 

son, William Johnson, Kalbtleisch, Kernan, Knapp, Law, 
| Long, Mallory, Willian H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morri- 
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son, Noble, John O'Neill, Pendleton, Perry, Pruyn, Samuel 
J. Randall, Robinson, Ross, Scott, William G, Steele, Stiles, 
Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, Townsend, Wadsworth, Ward, 
Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Winfield, Benjamin 
Wood, and Fernando Wood—S7. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Augustus C. Baldwin, Hutch- 
ins. Lazear, Le Blond, Marcy, McDowell, McKianey, Mid- 
dleton, Nelson, Radford, Rogers, Jolin B. Steele, and Voor- 
he es—13. 

So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 


The question recurred on the passage of the 
joint resolution. 

Mr. ASHLEY. 
tion. 

Mr. MALLORY. [I rise to a question of or- 
der. My point of order is that a vote to recon- 
sider the vote by which the subject now before 
the House was disposed of in June last requires 
two thirds of this body. That two-thirds vote has 
not been obtained. 


I demand the previous ques- 


The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the | 


point of order. The rules of the House author- 
ize every bill and joint resolution to pass by a 
majority vote. The Constitution of the United 
States, however, declares that no constitutional 
amendment shall pass except by a two-thirds 
vote. On the question of the passage of the joint 
resolution the constitutional provision will oper- 
ate, and nottill that time. All other questions 
are governed by the rules of the House. 

The Chair will state that this has been the uni- 
form usage of the House in regard to bills vetoed 
by the President. 
the time of taking the question on the passage of 
the bill over the President’s veto are decided by 
a majority vote; but on the final vote atwo-thirds 
vote is necessary. 


Mr. MALLORY. My actionupon this ques- | 


tion of order will depend a good deal on the re- 
sponse toa proposition which Lam about to make 
to the genleman from Ohio, (Mr. Asutey.} There 
are gentlemen belonging to this side of the House 
who can be here to-morrow, but who are not here 
to-day, who are anxious to vote upon this ques- 
tion. If the gentleman from Ohio will agree that 
the vote shall be taken at a fixed hour to-morrow, 
all action upon this side of the House for delay 
will cease. 


Mr. ASHLEY. It has been the universal un- 


derstanding that we were to have a vote to-day. || 
Gentlemen upon the other side of the House will | 


bear me witness that L have prolonged this debate 
against the protest of gentlemen upon this side of 
the House and of leading friends of the measure in 


the country; and | think it does not come with a | 


very good grace from the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, in view of the time which has been ex- 
tended to his friends on that side of the House, 


thathe should demand now, when notice was given | 


again and again that a vote would be taken to-day, 
that it shall be postponed until to-morrow. It 
seems to me that if gentlemen choose to absent 


themselves from the House their action ought not | 
to operate either to keep us in session here or jus- | 


tify members in resorting to the usual parliament- 
ary rules to procrastinate and put off the vote. 
Mr. MALLORY. I was not aware that any 


In such cases all votes up to 


| 
| 
| 


} 
| 








understanding had been arrived at as toa vote | 


on this question to-day. It was postponed till 
to-day, but at that time there was certainly no 
understanding that there should be a vote to-day. 

Mr. ASHLEY. In reply to a question by the 


gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Strives,] I | 


gave notice last weck that the vote would be taken 
to-day; and at the beginning of the discussion this 
morning I fixed three o’clock as the time the vote 
would be taken, instead of which we have pro- 


crastinated it almost an hour to accommodate gen- I] 


tlemen upon the other side of the House. 
Mr. MALLORY. 
exist upon this side of the House? If it did and 


if gentlemen will say so, I shall take no action in 
this matter. 
Several MemsBers. 


It was so understood. 
Mr. ASHLEY. 


Did that understanding | 








1 cannot yield any further. | 


I desired this morning to be heard on this ques- | 


tion, and came into the House intending to close 
the debate, as under the rules I had a right to do. 
The time, the subject, and the occasion, all united 
to make it desirable; but | yielded the time to gen- 
tlemen on the other side, until it is now nearly 
four o’clock, and members on all sides of the 
House demand a vote. I therefore decline to 


take up the time of the House, and demand that | 


the main question shall now be put. 


Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. I ask the gen- 
tleman from Ohio to yield to me to offer a substi- 
tute for the joint resolution, 

Mr. ASHLEY. I cannot yield for that pur- 
pose. I have asubstitute myself, which I should 


much prefer to the original joint resolution, but || 


I do not offer it. 

The SPEAKER. No motion toamend would 
be in order at this stage. ‘The joint resolution 
has passed its third reading, and is now on its 
passage. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, the gentle- 
man from Ohio says that he has a substitute 
which he himself prefers to this joint resolution, 
If so, why does he not offer it to the House? 


There certainly will be no objection on this side. | 


Mr. ASHLEY. 
would not procrastinate this discussion or hazard 
the passage of the measure. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
gentleman has a better substitute, he should pro- 
pose it. [Calls to order.] 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered; which was on the passage | 


of the joint resolution. 
Mr. DAWSON called for the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken, and it was decided in | 


the aflirmative—yeas 119, nays 56, not voting 8; 
as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Amold, 


Ashley, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, | 
slaine, Blair, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, | 


Baxter, Beaman, 
Brandegee, Broomal!l,WilliamG. Brown, AmbroseW.Clark, 
Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Coffroth, Cole, Colfax, Creswell, 
Henry Winter Davis, Thomas T, Davis, Dawes, Deming, 
Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, English, 
Farnsworth, Frank, Ganson, Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, 
Griswold, Haile, Herrick, Higby, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asa- 
hel W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Hulburd, Hutchins, 


It seems to me that if the | 


I do not offer it, because I || 





Ingersoll, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. | 
Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, King, Knox, Litthejohn, Loan, | 


Longyear, Marvin, McAllister, McBride, McClurg, MeIn- 
doe, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel Morris, 
Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nelson,Norton, Odell,Charles 
O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, 
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hundreds of whom were present, rose in their 
seats and waved their handkerchiefs, participat- 
ing in and adding to the general excitement and 
intense interest of the scene. ‘This lasted for 
several minutes. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Mr. Speaker, in honor 
of this immortal and sublime event 1 move that 
the House do now adjourn, 

The SPEAKER declared the motion carried, 
and again the cheering and demonstrations of ap- 
plause were renewed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I demand the 
yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn, 

The yeas and nays were oxderedl 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 121, nays 24, not voting 37; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Ancona, Ander- 


} son, Arnold, Ashley, Baily, Augustus C, Baldwin, Johu 
| D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Blair, Blow, Bout 


well, Boyd, Brandegee, Broomall, William G. Brown, 
Chanler, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole, 
Cox, Creswell, Heary Winter Davis, Thomas T. Davis, 
Dawes, Dawson, Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Eck 
ley, Eliot, English, Farnsworth, Frank, Garfleld, Gooch, 
Grinnell, Griswold, Hale, Herrick, Higby, Hotchkiss, Asa 


| hel W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Hulburd, Hutebins, 
| Ingersoll, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. 


Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Kernan, King, Knox, Littlejohn, 
Loan, Longyear, Mallory, Marvin, McAllister, MeBride, 
McClurg, MeIndoe, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, 
Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nelson, Nor 
ton, Odell, Charles O'Neill, Patterson, Pendleton, Perham, 
Pike, Pomeroy, Price, William H. Randall, Alexander tH. 
Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Kot 
lins, Schenck, Scofield, Scott, Shannon, Sloan, Smith 
ers, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, Strouse, Stuart, ‘Thayer, 
Thomas, Tracy, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Wadsworth, 
Ward, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Wha 
ley, Wheeler, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, Win 
field, Benjamin Wood,and Woodbridge—121, 
NAYS—Messrs. James ©. Allen, William J. Allen, Cot 


| froth, Denison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, Grider, Harring 


Radford, William H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, John H. || 
Rice, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Schenck, Sco- |! 


field, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, Smithers, Spalding, Starr, 
Johu B. Steele, Stevens, Thayer, Thomas, ‘T'racy, Upson, 
Van Valkenburgh, Elihu B. Washburne,William B. Wash- 
burn, Webster, Whaley, Wheeler, Williams, Wilder, Wil- 
son, Windom, Woodbridge, Worthington,and Yeaman—119. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Bliss, Brooks, James 8. Brown, Chanler, Clay, Cox, 


Cravens. Dawson, Denison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, | 


Finek, Grider, Hall, Harding, Harrington, Benjamin G. 
Harris, Charles M. Harris, Holman, Philip Johnson, Wil- 
liam Johnson, Kalbfleisch, Kernan, Knapp, Law, Long, 
Mallory, William H. Miller, James R. Morrls, Morrison, 
Noble, John O'Neill, Pendleton, Perry, Pruyn, Samuel J. 


|} Randall, Robinson, Koss, Scott, William G. Steele, Stiles, 


Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, ‘Townsend, Wadsworth, Ward, 
Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Winfield, Benjamin 
Wood, and Fernando Wood—56. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Lazear, Le Blond, Marey, Me- 
Dowell, McKinney, Middleton, Rogers, and Voorhees—8, 

So, the two thirds required by the Constitution 
of the United States having voted in favor thereof, 
the joint resolution was passed. 

During the roll-call, 

On Mr. Eneuiisu and Mr. Ganson voting 
‘fay,’’ there was considerable appluuse by mem- 
bers on the Republican side of the House. 

‘The SPEAKER called repeatedly to order, and 
asked that members should set a better example 
to spectators in the gallery. 

Mr. KALBFLEISCH and other Democratic 
members remarked that the applause came, not 
from the spectators in the gallery, but from mem- 
bers on the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Members will take their 
seats and observe order. 


The SPEAKER directed the Clerk to call his | 


name as a member of the House. 
The Clerk called the name of Scuuyier Cotr- 


Fax, of Indiana, and Mr. Coxrax voted ‘‘ay.’’ | 


(‘This incident was greeted with renewed ap- 
plause. 


TheSPEAKER. Theconstitutional majority 


_ of two thirds having voted in the affirmative, the 


joint resolution is passed. 
[The announcement was received by the House 


| and by the spectators with an outburst of enthu- 


siasm. ‘The members on the Republican side of 


the House instantly sprung to their feet, and, re- | 


gardless of pagliamentary rules, applauded with 
cheers and clapping of hands. ‘The example was 
followed by the male spectators in the galleries, 
which were crowded to excess, who waved their 


ton, Benjamin G. Harris, Charles M. Harris, Holinan, 
Kalbfleisch, Knapp, Law, Long, Morrison, Noble, Rad 
ford, Samuel J. Randall, Ross, Stiles, Townsend, and 
Joseph W. White—24. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Bliss, Brooks, James 8. Brown, 
Clay, Cravens, Dumont, Finek, Ganson, Hall, Harding, 
Hooper, Philip Johnson, William Johnson, Lazear, te 
Blond, Marey, McDowell, McKinney, Middleton, Witiiuiu 
H. Miller, James R. Morris, John O'Neill, Orth, Periy, 
Pruyn, Robinson, Rogers, Smith, John B. Steele, Willian 
G. Steele, Sweat, Voorhees, Webster, Chilton A. White, 
Fernando Wood, Worthington, and Yeaman—d7, 

The House thereupon (at twenty minutes past 


four o’clock, p. m.,) adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Weopnespay, February 1, 1865. 

Prayer by Rev. B. H. Napat, D. D. 

On motion of Mr. WILSON, and by unanimous 
consent, the reading of the Journal wasalispensed 
with. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. RAMSEY presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of the State of Minnesota, for an ad- 
ditional grant of lands to aid in the completion of 
the several lines of railroad and branches in that 
State mentioned in the act of Congress approved 
March 3, 1857, and for an extension of the time 
limited therein for the completion of the railroads; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DIXON presented the petition of Hillard 


| Gladding, praying foran amendment of the Con- 


stitution of the United States forever prohibiting 
slavery ; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. CHANDLER presented resolutions of the 


| Legislature of the State of Michigan, in favor of 
| a grant of land in aid of the construction of a har- 


bor at the mouth of Ontonagon river, on the south 
shore of Lake Superior; which were referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 


l| be printed. 


He also presented resolutions of the Leyisla- 
ture of the State of Michigan, in favor of a grant 


|| of land in aid of the construction of a ship-canal 


| from Portage Lake to Lake Superior; which were 


referred tg the Committee on Public Lands, and 


| ordered to be printed. 


Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Croswell, formeriy in the naval service, for 
a pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. MORGAN presented a resolution of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York, 
concurring in the resolutions of the Philadelphia 

30ard of ‘T'rade, recommending an amendment to 


\| hats and cheered loud and long, while the ladies, |, the Constitution of the United States imposing 
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hich was referred 


duth onexports; W to the Com- 
mittee or the J ‘ Wy 

He al present d the petition of officers of the 
forty-fifth regiment United Stat 3 colored trooy ’ 
praying for the passage of a law authorizing the 
appointment of a brevet es = utenant, with 
the nay of the grade, foreach co ipany of colored 
troops; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. NESMIT H pre sented a memorial of the 


Leeistature of the State of Oregon in favor of the 


ishment of a branch mint at Portland in that 


State; which was referred to the Committee on 
’inance. 

Mr. HALE presented the memorial of Janes, 
Fowl ry Kirtland & C »., of New York city, con- 


tractors to furnish 
the Capitol, prayir 
on their contract; 
mittee on Cle 


material for the new dome of 
if for additional 
which was ref¢ 


( ompensation 
rred to the Com- 


ims 


Mr. SHERMAN pre — a memorial of § sen- 
ators and representatives of the Legislature of thi 
State of Ohio, for an increa ror ne ilaries of the 


of the U 
ommittee on the Ju- 


' 


judges of the district court nited States; 
which was referred to the ¢ 
diciary. 

Mr. SPRAGUB pre 
Macy, collector of customs at Ne wport, Rhode 

Island, raying that a steam whistle be placed on 
Castle Hitt: which was referred to the ¢ 
on CG ommerce, 

Mr. ANTHONY. I present the memorial of 
Edward Harris and others, citizens of Rhode Is]- 
and, deprecating the enactmentof a bankrupt law 
by Congress other than one purely prospective 
in its character. The memorialists set forth that 
while they have no objection to one that is 8 
pective, they judge that a retrospective act, espe- 
clally at this time, during the 
war, would be injurious to the the 
country. As the bill has been re ported I move 
that the memorial lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


lof S.W. 


sented a memori 


pommiuttee 


interests o f 


EXECUTIVE 

The VICE PRESIDENT | 
ate a message from the Presid 
States communicating, in compliance 
olution of the Senate of December 20), ]s 64, 
formation in relation to the arre 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


iid before the Sen- 
the United 


‘nt of 


In- 
stof Colonel! Rich- 


ard ‘T’. Jacobs, Lieut nant Governor of the State 
of Kentue ky . ‘and Colonel Frank Wolford, one 
of the presidential electors of that State; which 


was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a report of the 
Secre tary of War communicating, in answertoa 
resolution of the Senate of the 10th of January, 
1865, a list of officers of the regular A rmy, with 
a statement how they were employed on the Ist 
of January, 1865; which was ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed, 

He also laid before the Senate a report of the 
Secretary of War, transmitting, in answer toa 
resolution of the Senate of the 6th of January, 
1865, communications from Major General Mc- 
Dowell, commanding the department of the Pa- 
cific, in relation to a recent attempt to send arms 
and munitions of war out of that department to 
Mexico; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred a bill (H.R. No. 
649) making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Gove rn 
ment for the year ending June 30, 1866, reported 
it with amendments, 

He also, from the same committee, 
was referred the bill (S. No. 418) sup p sle mentary 
to an act entitled **Anact to regulate the com- 
pensation of members of Congress,’ approved 
August 16, 1856, reported adversely thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill (H. R. No. 705) for the relief 
of collectors and surveyors of customs in certain 
cases, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE, from the Committee on 


Indian Affairs, to whom was recommitted the bill | 


(H.R. No. 222) to extinguish the Indian title to 
lands in the ‘Territory of Utah suitable for agri- 
cultural and mineral purposes, reported it with- 
out amendment. 


to whom 


| 
| 


pendency of the | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


with a res- | 


lic also, from the same committee, to whom | 
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was referred the joint resolution (H.R. No. 38) 
directing th Secretary of the Interion rat iy to 
the Chippewa,Ottawa, and Pottawatomie Indians, 


residing in Michigan, the sum of $102,850, re- 
ported it with amendments, and submitted a 
report, which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr.MORRILL, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred a petition of Janes, Fowler, 
Kirtland & Co.,of New York, contractors to fur- 
lish the material and labor for the construction 
dome of the Capitol, praying for additional 
their contract, asked to be dis- 
further consideration; which was 


of the 
compensation on 
charged from its 
acreed to. 

Mr. FOST ER, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
640) providing for a district and circuit court of 
the United St ates for the district of Nevada, re- 
vorted it with an amendment. 

Mr. FOSTER. The same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill (H. R. No. 601) supplement- 
ary to an act entitled ** An act to enable the peo- 
yl Nevada to form a constitution and State 
rovernment, and for the admission of said State 
into the Union on an equal footing with the ori- 
vinal States,’? and the bill (S. No. 374) supple- 
inentary to the same act, have instructed me to 
report them back and recommend that they be 
mrmenalt ly postponed, their provisions being 

irised in House bill No. 640, which | have 
oy Te porte d fi ivorably. 

T he report was concurred in. 

Mr. CLARK, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the report of the Court of 
Claims in favor of the claim of John Robb, 
mitted an adverse report; which was ordered to 
be printed, 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on F'i- 
nance, to whom was referred the report of the 
Comptroller of the Currency, reported a bill (S. 
No. 423) supplementary to an act entitled ‘* An 
act to provide a national currency secured by a 
pledge of United States bonds, and to provide for 
the circulation and redemption thereof;’’ 
was read, and passed to a second-reading. 
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e 
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con 


} 
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THANKS TO GENERAL SHERIDAN. 

Mr. WILSON. I am directed by the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs and the Militia to report 
back the joint resolution (H.R. No. 142) tend- 
ering the thanks of Congress to Major General 
Philip EI. 
der his command, and recommend its passage, 
and | ask*for its present consideration. 


| foundation, or to recognize the oue 


which | 


Sheridan and the officers and men un- | 


,AL GLOBE. 


* 
February ] 
« ’ 

the joint resolution to the Committee on the J 
diciary, IT want to make a single statement. | 
am encouraged to send it to that committee from 
what I find in the report which they made at the 
last session on the question of admitting th 
tlemen who then presented themselves as Sen; 
tors from Arkansas. 1 did not at that time op- 
pose that re port, because | thought that it w 
premature to agitate the question; the subject wag 
presented to us suddenly, and it was about the 
close of the session. ‘here were various eiri um 
stances eombined at that time why IL thor 
Arkansas could not be received; but Lam enc 
<r now to send this resolution to the commit- 

, because in their report then, speaking of the 
fa fo thi iblama jority of the voters did not partici- 
pate in the cle: ‘tion, the y State od: 

‘This, however, would not be fatal to the reorganiza- 
tion, if all who were loyalto the Union had an opport 
to participate, and the State was free from military ¢ i 
trol. Such, however, is understood not to have been the 
ease. ‘The President had not then, nor bas he up to this 
time, recalled his proclamation which declared the inhab 
itants of Arkansas in a state of insurrection agains 
United States.” 


j 


tit 





t the 


I have drawn this resolution to meet that case 
by authorizing the President to rescind that por- 
tion of his proclamation. The committee further 
state : 

“When the rebellion in Arkansas shall have been so far 
suppressed that the loyal inhabitants thereof shall be free 
to reéstablish their State government upon a re public in 
alre aly set up, and by 
the aid and notin subordination tothe military to maintain 
the same, they will then, and not before, in the opinion of 
your committee, be entitled to a representation in Con- 
gress, and to participate in the administration of the Federal 
Government.” 

All I desire to say is, that I think that state of 
things has now arrived. I liave before me some 
evidence of that fact, which L propose to send to 
the committee. The best evidence that I can 
think of is the report of the military commander 
of that de partment. 1 know there are conflicting 


| Opinions in regard to the fact, but I think we are 


By unanimous consent the joint resolution was | 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to tender the thanks of Congress to Ma- 
jor General Philip H. Sheridan and to the officers 
and men under his command for the gallantry, 
military skill. and courage displayed in the bril- 
liant series of victories ac achie ved by on m in the 
valley of the Shenandoah, and especially for their 
services at Cedar Run, on the 19th of October, 
Is64, which retrieved the fortunes of the day and 
thus averted a great disaster. 
The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate, ordered to a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 


A message from the House of Re ‘presentatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that the 
Llouse had passed without amendment the joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 16) submitting to the Le- 
gislatures of the several States a proposition to 
amend the Constitution of the United States. A 
subsequent message announced that the resolu- 
tion had been enrolled, and that the enrolled reso- 
lution had received the signature of the Speaker 
of the Llouse, It was then signed by the Vice 
President, and transmitted to the President of the 
United States, who, by his Seer tary, Mr. Nic- 
OLAY, Soon announced that it had been approved 


and signed by him. 
RETURN OF ARKANSAS TO THE UN 


Mr. POMEROY. 
resolution (S. R. No. 104) forthe return of Arkan- 
sas to the Union, which | laid upon the table a 
few, days ago, for the purpose of having it re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion to take up the joint resolution was 


VION. 


| || agreed to. 


Mr. POMEROY. 


I move to take up the joint 


bound to take ‘the best testimony. I have before 
mea communication from the commander of that 


| department, and aiso from the late Provost Mar- 


shal General upon this very point, in relation to 
which I think the Senate, and perhaps the coun- 
try, have labored under a misapprehension. ‘The 
Prov yost Marshal General, in a letter to the Pres- 
ident of the United States, says, speaking of the 
condition of Arkansas: 


“At notime has it been so free from hostile tread, and it 
ean be truly said that no portion of the territory in dispute 


is so thoroughly regained. L have to-day received my 
honorable discharge trom the service, and [ teel at liberty 
| to make some statements to you which [ could not so 


| establishes conclusive 


properly have done while in oflice, 
this point. 

“7 have filled the office of Provost Marshal General since 
the occupation of Little Roek until to-day, and have or- 
ganized a very thorough system of seeret service. The 
result of the information whieh has of late been obtained 
ly the faet, that since the disasirous 
failure of General Price’s raid the enemy had resolved on 
the abandoument of the State of Arkansas, and fixing their 
line of defense on Red river.”? 


that bear directly on 


He goes on tostate that at no time was the State 
so completely in the hands of the Union men and 
so completely recovered as at present. 

I wish to call the attention of the Senate for one 
moment to the necessity of some action of this 
character. It is known to the Senate that under 
alaw passed at the last session, and approved 


| July 4, 1864, quartermasters, in procuring sup- 


plies in the States declared to be in insurrection, 
were not required to give vouchers. ‘The Union 
man whose property is taken for the support of 
our Army cannot get pay for it in any of the dis- 

tricts that have been declared by the President to 


| be in insurrection. 


' that if we ex 


Let me say to the Senate, in this connection, 
pect to cultivatea Union sentiment 
anywhere, especially in the districts that have 
been overrun by the rebellion, we must encourage 
the loyal men there; if we take their property we 
nust pay for it; and we cannot pay for it under 


the law until that restriction is removed which 


| declares this State, as well as othe ‘rs, in a state of 


| insurrection. 


‘ 


I have here a letter from Governor 
Murphy, in which he says that the citizens of 
Arkanss iS are preparing to go on their farms, raise 
crops, and make large improvements, but the "y 
are discouraged from doing so because eve rything 


| they raise is liable to be taken to support the army 


at Fort Smith. We have always had a military 


In moving the reference of {| post there; there is nothing new about that; but 
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when their property is thus taken, under the re- 

tion upon trade which was put into the act 

of July 4, 1864, they are not paid for it. I shall 
’ t ms Yi t} 


' ine el y reading these 
coramuni ions, but I desire to have them re- 
ferred, with the joint resolution, to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary 

Mr. President, in my opinion the case of the 
state f Arkansas now commends itself to th 
Senate and to the country in a manner that ithas 
never heretofore don The Union men of Ar- 
K have uffered untold deprivations, and 
while we have extended the most cordial coéper- 
ation to the Union men of Missouri and Kansas, 
and the anti-slavery men all through the West: 
Southwest, we have left Arkans alone. We 
huve noteven smiled upon her. We have hardly 
biddeu her welcome when she has been struggling 
and making efforts to return to the Union aud re- 


slore her government. 
thing more. This restored 
Arkansas ought not to be preju- 


J 


Il want to ay one 
rovernment ot 
diced on account ot any convictions individuals 
may have in regard to the amnesty proclamation. 
J know thata e ortion of the Senate » as we llas of 


thie country, conceive the idea that every State 
oucht to come back under some general law, and 
that we ought not to take back one State ata time. 


My conviction is that the government in each 
State should be restored and should stand upon 
its own merits, and that we cannot make any gen- 
eral law for the return of these States any niore 
than we can make a general iow for the admis- 
sion of new Territories. 

It is nothing new to have a State government 
prot Ib y the milit ary authorit y- When th 1s 
eubjectcomes up properly before the Senate I shall 
undertake to prove that the military authorities did 
not establish this State government, and conse- 
quently it was not established under the procla- 
mation of the President of the 8th of December, 
1363. It was a movementof the pe ople. ‘They 
commenced this movement on the 30th of October, 
and the President’s proclamation was not issued 
until the 8ih of December. There was acountest 
about it. When the President did issue his proc- 
lamation, he set the 28th of January as the day of 
election; butafter he found the people were moving 
he submitted the whole matter to them. I witli 
read a letter which the President himself wrote, 
in January, 1864, addressed to Hon. William M. 
Fishback. tle says: 

‘When I fixed a plan for an election in Arkansas, I did 
iin ignorance that your convention Was at the same work. 
Since f learned the latter fact L have been constantly trying 
to yield my plan to theirs. I have sent two letters to Ger 
eral Steecte, and three or tour dispatches to you and others, 
saying that he (General Steele) must be master, but that it 


will probably be best for him to keep the conveution on its 
own plan.”? 


- 


So the President himself yielded the pointin his 
proclamation, and allowed theelection to be held 
and the convention to be organized according to 
the plan marked out by the people, and it was so 
organized. I have all the documents in the case, 
and | ask to have them referred tc the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with the hope that this joint res- 


olution will be favorably considered, and an early 


report made upon it. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The order to refer 


vill be made. 
REPRESENTATION IN ELECTORAL COLLEGE. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The Committee on the 


Judiciary, to whom was referred the joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No. 126) declaring certain States 
not entitled to representation in the Electoral Col- 
lege, have instructed me to report the resolution 
back to the Senate with a recommendation that 
the resolution pass, and with an amendment to 
the preamble. 1 willask for the consideration of 
the resolution at this time as the clectoral votes 
are to be counted a week from to-day, and it may 
avoid difficulty in the canvass of the votes if the 
two Houses take action in regard to this matter 
prior to that time. No change is made in the 
House re solution; it is in print on Senators’ 
tables, and they can see at once what it is. 
There being no objection, the Senategas in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution; which was read, as follows: 
Whereas the inhabitants and local authorities of the 


States of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina. Geor- 


gia, Fiorida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Ar 
ki ee und ‘Tennessee rebelled against the Government 
of the 


| memberstoacor 
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* 
rebellion tor more than t years, and were in said state 


ol armed rebellion on tue Slo day ¢ November, 1864 
rherefore, 

Be it re ¢ { » HI eof Rem tatives 

{ i Ss e ( i it 
he Sta mei i a i i i 
ion are not el 1 ! ( ntation in t l toral 
( ege f t ( ti ident and Vi Ir ut of 
the United State r the term of offer mencing on th 
{th day of Mar Ine el raly h ber 
ceived or counted trom id States concerning the choiec 
of President and Vi I ident for said term of office 


The amendment of the Committee on the Judi- 


clary was to strike out of the preamble the fol- 
iOWINZ Wor | 

Aud have continued in a state of armed rebellion for 
mor than tie \ nd were in said state ot armed 
rebell { | November, 1864 

} 7 ] } A t 

And to insert the following in lieu thereof: 

And were in su f rebellion on the Sth day of 
November, 1964, that no va election for President and 
Vice President of the United States a ording to the Con 
stitution and laws there was held therein ou said day. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Is this a proper time to 
move an amendment to that amendment as re- 
ported by the committee? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. ‘Then I move to strike out 
the word * Loutsiana’’ in the preamble. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘That is not part 
of the amendment of the committee. ‘The ques- 
tion 1s on the amendment reported by the com- 
mittee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The 
amendment would now be in order. 

Mr. TEN EYCK 


preamble the 


Senator’s 


I move to strike out of the 
vord ** Louisiana.’’ I will simply 
state that it is a matter of history that the State 
of Louisiana has reorganized, or at least at- 
tempted to do so, and in the opinion of many, 
and perhay s most, of the loyal citizens of that 
reorganized asa State. Itis a matter 
history that they have elected State officers 
anda State Legislature; that they have elected 
istitutional conventionand framed 
anew constitution for that State; that that Legisla- 
ture passed a law authorizing the election of elect- 
for President and Vice President of the Uni- 


ted States in the last presidential election, and 


bent ie os 
State, has 


| that such electors have met and cast their votes 


Under these circumstances I think there isa strik- 


ing distinction between the Stat Virginia and 


the State of Louisiana. My object in moving this 
amendment is, under this state of facts, that some 


opportunity may be afforded to a aul people 
who have suffered all the horrors of the rebel- 
lion, who have got the better of it, and put it 
under foot, of coming back and resuming their 
° . ‘ ® Ye 
place in the councils of the nation. 
SENATORS FROM NEVADA. 

Mr. CONNESS. 

ate, | wish Bs 


tam s W. Nyse 


With the consent of the Sen- 
present the credentials of Hon. 
ye and Ilion. William M. Stewart, 
Senators-elect from the State of Nevada. I ask 
that they be read and placed on file, and that the 
oath of office be administered to the Senators. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There is a ques- 


tion pending. 


| dentials 
United States, and have continued ina state of armed 


Mr. CONNESS. lIask the unanimousconsent 
of the Senate4o allow this to be done. 

Mr. SUMNER. Itis a privileged question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. - oe opinion of 
the Chair it is a question of privil 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 desire this s bj ct to lie over 
until to-morrow. | promise the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia that | will not ask any further postpone- 
ment than to-morrow. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
submit any motion? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. These being Senators 
from a new State, it will be necessary to clas- 
sify them and that they draw lots for the terms 
which they are toserve. 1 merely wish to inquire 
whether the arrangements have been made for that 
classification ? 7 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I suppose that will be 
in order after the Senators have taken the oath of 
office. They will then be classified as Senators 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
inform the Senator from Illinois and the Senate 
that the aern preparations have been made, 
and the classification can be made whenever the 
oath of office aa be administered. ‘The cre- 
will be read. 

The Secretary read the credentials. 


Does the Senator 





ereve 


DAVIS. Lregret that Il had not known 
yesterday that the credentials of these gentlemen 


if L had, I should 


were to be presented t -day. 


have inter ed no ovjyection to the matter ux C 
ted t this time, and 1 will merely stat 
my reason for making a request now for post- 


I think, sir, it is a correct principle that no 
State, or no ‘Territory as 
stats 


suming the forms of a 
, can elect members to the Senate unul such 
State be admitted into the Union; that no State 
can be admitted into the Union by anv other au- 
thority than by the actof Congress; that it ake 
tl action of Congress 
the Ur 
~G 


to admit a new State into 
ion, and no other power or authority under 
overnment can do that act. 

"This State has not yet been ndmitted into the 
Union by a Unul Congress has 
thatactin due form I hold thatitis not 
competent for th Legislature of Nevada to elect 
members to the Senate. ‘That being the position 
which l believe to be the true constit 


nuctotl Congeress, 


performed 


tional prin- 
ciple, L was anxious, desirous, at least, to have 
had an op por tunity to examine the p saad nts. 
merely state the reason, Mr. President, why 
I should prefer that the qualification of these gen- 
tlemen, if they are to be qualified as Senators, 
should be postponed unul to-morrow. Iwill not 
ask a postponement for a longer time. By that 
time I promise to be ready with such precedents 
is | think pertinent. 
The VICE PRES 
submit a motion: 
Mr. DAVIS. I submit a motion to postpone 
the further consideration of the subject until to- 
morrow. 
Mr. TRUMBULL 


of Senators by a State 


IDENT. 


Does the Senator 


In recvard to the election 


before it has been form- 


the precede nts have 
settled that question, Senators have been ad- 
mitted uniformly from States 


ally admitted by Congress, 


which have organ- 
ized their State governments and elected their 
Senators before the State was formally admitted. 
Mr. CONNESS. Under an enabling act. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
act. It ha 
question has been up once since I have been in 
the Senate. 


Yes, under an enabling 
been done in numerous cases. ‘The 


Liowever upon original principles it 
night have been decided, where the Legislature 
of a newly-formed State has elected Senators, 
Ithough the election has taken place before the 
State was formally admitted, the Senators have 
always been admitted to their seats, and the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky will find that to be the case 
when he looks into the prece dents. It has been 
uniformly so. lam notaware, however,whether 
the Senators in the present case were elected be- 
fore the State was formally in the Union or not, 
nor is it material 

Mr. CONNESS. 
LO ¢ Xp aulns 

Mr. JOHNSON. It was after the State was 
admitte . by the President’s proclamation. 

Mr. CONNESS. It was after the Stute was 
admiutt 1 rs the proclamation of the President, 
under the enabling act preceding the organiza- 
tion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It would be immaterial, 
according to the untform practice of the Senate, 
whether it was 80 or nol; 





Will the Senator permit me 


fact the Senators in this instance were elected 
after the State was formally admitted. The en- 
abling act authorized the Presidentto make proc- 
lamation declaring when this State was admitted. 
Nevada is a State admitted into the Union under 
the authority of Congress. 

Mr. CONNESS. That proclamation, I will 
state, was issued by the President on the 31st of 
October. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Lamaware that that proc- 
lamation has been issued, and by looking at the 
law authorizing Nevada to form aState consti- 
tution and be admitted into the Union it will be 
found that on complying with the provisions of 
the law it is made the duty of the President ** to 
issuc his proclamation declaring the State ad- 
mitted into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States, without any further action 
whatever on the partof Congress.’’ ‘There isthe 
law; there is the act of Congress declaring what 
the peopl of Nevadashould do in order to entitle 

1} themselves to become a State of the Union, de- 
|| claring that when these acts were performe dl it 
should be the duty of the President of the United 


but it seems in point of 
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States to issue his proclamation making known 
the facts, and thereupon the State should be ad- 
mitted into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States without any further action 
whatever on the part of Congress. 

I'his has been done before. This is not the 
first State that has been admitted into the Union 
i pursuance of an act of Congress on the proc- 
lamation of the President where the facts had 
transpired which the actrequired. There can be 
vo question, L apprehend, that these Senators are 
enutied to be sworn as members of the Senate, 
there being no objection to their credentials; I 
trust, therefore, the Senator from Kentucky will 
not persist in his motion to postpone the swe: ring 
in of the gentlemen who have presented them- 
selves; and if he does persist in it, | think the 
Senate ought not to allow the motion to prevail, 
ltis a Guestion of privilege; the Senators come 
here strictly in pursuance of law, aud are enutled 
to be sworn. 

Mr. DAVIS. Itisa matter of the utmost in- 
difference to me what disposition the Senate 
makes of my objection. Sull 1 make the obljec- 
tion, and [ adhere to it. I was aware of the law 
which authorized the President to announce by 
his proclamation that Nevada was in the Union. 
1 believe that that portion of the act of Congress 
and that proclamation of the President had no 
lecitimate effect whatever. ‘The admission of a 
new State into the Union isa congressional act, 
and there is no power that can perform that act 
but Congress. Congress, according to my prin- 
ciple of the Constitution, cannot delegate to the 
President of the United States the power to ad- 
mita new State into the Union. It would be as 
competent and as regular, in my judgment, for 
Congress to delegate to the President the power 
to legislate uponan ordinary subject as by its act 
io delegate to the President power to admit a 
State into the Union. 

I know, sir, that this objection will avail noth- 
me, I do not expect it to avail anything; but I 
make it merely that it may be upon the record. 

1 assume this further position, that where there 
isa plain, constitutional principle, no precedents 
can abolish that constitutional principle; I do not 
care if they were counted by thousands instead 
of by twosand threes. Where the Constitution 
prescribes by its ex press language that new States 
shall be admitted into the Union by Congress, I 
hold that it is utterly incompetent for Congress 
to delegate the power to the President to admit a 
State into the Union by his proclamation; that 
the State does not and cannot come legitimately 
into the Union unul and after Congress has passed 
a law to thateffect, 

Now, sir, in relation to enabling acts and the 
admissions of States that have elected members 
of the two Houses under enabling acts before Con- 
gress admitted those States into the Union, I hold 
that all such precedents are utterly void and in- 
operative. ‘The Government of the United States 
is nota Government of development; it is nota 
Government of precedent in relation to the func- 
tions of Congress where those functions are ex- 
pressly and by letter declared. When the Con- 
sutution provides that Congress shall admit new 
States into the Union, whatever precedents there 
may be to prove that other modes of admitting 
States into the Union than by the legislation of 
Congress had been adopted and had been sanc- 
tioned by the action of Congress, those precedents 
cannot repeal nor abolish the express provision 
of the Constitution, and cannot overrule one of its 
principles by force of precedent. I have nothing 
more to say in relation to this matter, 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, if this were 
an original question, | should feel compelled to 
differ with the Senator from Kentucky; but it is 
not an original question; it has been more than 
once decided by the Senate and by the other 
branch of Congress. ‘The Constitution provides, 
as we all know, that States may be admitted into 
the Union with the assentof Congress; and Con- 
gress has heretofore done what was done in this 
case, provided that when a constitution shall have 
been formed by the people of a Territory it shall 
be inthe power of the President by proclamation 
to state that all the conditions of the enabling “act 
have been complied with,and that the State itself 
is atonce a Statein the Union. And it has been 
the received opinion, | think, of most of the mem- 
bers of the profession—there are always differ- | 


ences of opinion among us; nobody fnows that 
better than the honorable member from Kentucky 
—it has been the received opinion that thatis a 
mode by which Congress can |: vitimate ly assent 
to a State’s introduction into the Union. What 
she can do by herself directly she can do almost 
is directly by making the admission of the State 
to depend upon the happening of a contingency, 
and providing that the President shall by procla- 
mation state that the contingency has occurred. 

Mr. FOOT. It was done in the case of Mis- 
sour, 

Mr. JOIINSON. It was done in the case of 
Missouri. We are all acquainted with the history 
of her admission, and how finally a joint reso- 
lution was passed by Congress, March 2, 182], 
which provided for her admission upon a certain 
condition to be performed by the people of the 
State; and on the 10th of August, 182], the Presi- 
dent issued the proclamation declaring the admis- 

ion of Missouri to be complete according to law. 

Soin the ease of Michigan; although the act 
for the admission of Michigan was not passed 
by Congress and approved by the President until 
January 26, 1337, her first Senators commenced 
their term of service byan election on the 10ih of 
November, 1535, as will be found by reference to 
the table of senatorial terms appended to Hick- 
ey’s Constitution. So in the case of California; 
the State was not admitted until September, 1850, 
and linmediately upon her admission Senators 
were received who had been elected nearly a year 
before in anticipation of the admission of the 
State. In the case of Oregon, and in thatof Min- 
nesota, both recent instances, the Senators were 
admitted to their seats on elections which took 
place before the act was passed which admitted 
the State. 

There are these instances, and perhaps others, 
where Senators have been elected in advance of 
the admission of the State into the Union, either 
by Congress directly or by the President’s proc- 
lamation issued in pursuance of authority in- 
vested in him by Congress. They have always 
been received without any objection, the admis- 
sion of the State by Congress afterward bringing 
the State in as a State of the Union from the tume 
the constitution was adopted by the people; and 


as the election of Senators and of Representatives | 


by the people of those States was of course sub- 
sequent to the actual formation of the constitu- 
tion, they have been considered as necessarily 
included in the action which Congress thereafter 
took admitting the States into the Union. 

lt seems to me therefore very clear, both upon 
the point of principle, considering it as an original 
question, and upon the ground of authority, that 
the honorable members from Nevada are entitled 
to admission atonce. Itis true that my friend 
from Kentucky is right in saying that this isa 
Government constituted by the organic law itself 
and js not a Government of precedents; but it is 
equally true in relation to the Constitution as to 


|} any law which may be passed, that what the 


proper authorities of the nation have from time 
to time decided is the meaning of the Constitu- 
tion 1s to be received in after times as the mean- 
ing, or we shall never know whatthe Constitution 
is. The principle applies equally to proceedings 
by Congress itself as it does to cases which may 
occur in the courts of the United States or in the 
State courts. Whatis decided to be the meaning 


| of the Constitution by the competent authority, 


and especially if it has been done by a series of 
decisions, is ever to be considered as the true 
meaning of the Constitution. 

‘The motion to postpone was not agreed to. 

‘Vhe VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenators pro- 
posing to qualify will please step forward. 

‘The Senators-elect were conducted to the Vice 
President’s chair by Mr. Conness, and the oaths 
prescribed by law having been administered to Mr. 
Nye and Mr. Stewart, they took their seats in 
the Senate. 

Mr. FOOT. I offer the usual resolution pro- 
viding for the classification of the two Senators 


| just admitted to their seats: 


| 
} 


Resolved, That the Senate proceed to ascertain the 


| Classes in which the Senators trom the State of Nevada 


| 


shall be inserted, in conformity with the resolution of the 
14th of May, 1789, and as the Constitution requires. 


The resolution was agreed to, 
On motion of Mr. FOOT, it was 
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papers of equal size, one of which shall be numbered one 
and the other shall be numbered three ; each ot the : 
tors from the State of Nevada shall draw out one paper: 
and the Senator who shall draw out the paper numbered 
one shall be inserted in the class of Senators whose terg 
of service will expire on the 3d day of March, 1°59 5 ang 
the Senator who shall draw out the paper numbered three 
shall be inserted in the class of Senators whose term of 
service will expire on the Jd day of March, 1°67. 


Two papers were accordingly putinto the ballot. 
box; the Senators from Nevada advanced to the 
Secretary ’s desk, and each drew one paper. Mr, 


Seua- 





| Srewarr drew the paper numbered onc, and was 


placed in the class of Senators whose terms will 
expire March 3, 1869. Mr. Nye drew the paper 
numbered three, and was placed in the class of 
Senators whose terms will expire March 3, 1867. 
REPRESENTATION IN ELECTORAL COLLEGE, 
Mr. HALE. I move now to take up the res- 
olution of inquiry which [ submitted yesterday, 
Mr. SUMNER. I should like to have the res- 
olution | offered yesterday taken up. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘There is a ques- 
tion now before the Senate, and it is extremely 
unpleasant to the Chair and not promotive of the 


| dispatch of business to be continually doing busi- 


ness out of order. The joint resolution (E.R. 
No. 126) declaring certain States not entitled to 
representation in the Electoral College, is before 
the Senate asin Committee of the Whole, and the 
pending question is on an amendment offered by 
the Senator from New Jersey, [Mr. Ten Evcx,] 
and that Senator was upon the floor when inter- 


| rupted by the proceeding which has just taken 


| tended to say at this time. 


ylace. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I had said all that I in- 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think we had best dis- 
pose of the question under consideration before 
passing to any other. It is important to settle at 
an early day the mode of counting the votes for 
President and Vice President, which, under the 
Constitution and laws, are to be opened and can- 
vassed a week from to-day in joint session of the 
two Houses. Itis known prol xbly toevery mem- 
ber of the Senate that no rules have ever been 
adopted for action in that joint convention. I 


| recollect that in 1856, when Mr. Buchanan was 


elected, there was a question in regard to the elec- 
toral vote of the State of Wisconsin. The law 
requires that the electors shall meet at the capitals 
of their respective States and cast their votes for 
President and Vice President on a particular day. 
The electors of the State of Wisconsin were pre- 
vented by a severe snow storm in that State from 


| reaching the capital on the day fixed by law to 
| cast their votes for President and Vice President. 
They, however, reached it on the subsequent 


day, and cast the vote. When the vote of the 
State of Wisconsin was opened in joint session 


| of the two Houses, the question wasimmediately 


raised, was tne vote of that State entitled to be 
counted, it not having been cast on the day pre- 
scribed by law? ard there was no mode of settling 
it. Some insisted that that was a question to be 


| decided by the joint convention then in session 
| voting per capita,each Senator counting as one 


Representative. Others insisted that the Senate 
must withdraw, and that no question which should 
arise in regard to the counting of a vote could be 
settled in any other way than by the concurrent 
action of the two Houses, each acting separately. 
The matter was finally disposed of, without de- 
ciding that question, by declaring that if the vote 
of the State of Wisconsin was counted the total 
vote would stand thus and so; and if it was not 
counted it would stand thus and so; but that in 


| either event James Buchananand John C. Breck- 


_inridge, whether you counted the vote of Wis- 
| consin or not, had received a majority of all the 
| electoral votes, and were therefore declared elected 
| Presidentand Vice President of the United States. 





Ordered, That the Secretary put into the ballot-box two |) 


Now, sir, we are likely to have similar ques- 
tions arise when the votes cast at the recent presi- 


| dential election shall be counted a week from to- 


day. Itisknown asa matter of public notoriety 
in the country that several of the States included 
in the President’s proclamation of 1861, 1 think 
Arkaneas, Tennessee, and Louisiana, have cast 
electoral votes. There is a question as to the 


authority of these States to vote for Presidentand 


Vice President, in consequence of the insurrection 
which prevailed there on the 8th of November 
last, when the election took place, and the House 
of Representatives has passed this joint resolu- 


om peewee rin + 


FB: NMR: re Sa. 





wr 
L560. 
tion declaring that the votes of certain States, 
This reso- 
OU pani d witha pream le which the 
Commiiltee on tiie Judi ary have move d to amit nd, 
and now the Senator from New Jersey moves fur- 
ther to amend the preamble by striking out the 
word ** Lot thereby deciding that the 
vote of Louisiana shall be counted. 

tis a matter of notoriety to the whole coun- 
try, and is certainly known to every member of 
the Senate, that it will not affect the result one 
way or the other whether the vole from Louisiana 


be counted or not; but if we decide to receive the 


naming them, shall not be counted, 
lut on is at 


lisiana,’’ 


vote from Louisiana it will be a decision by the 
Congress of the United States that the State of 
Louisiana was in such a condition as to vote for 
President and Vice President on the 8th of No- 
vember last. 

The Committee onthe Judiciary by the amend- 
ment they have reported propose to alter the pre- 
amble somewhat. The object of this alterauon 
is to avoid as far as possible any commutt il upon 
the subj ct which the amendment of the Senator 
from New Jers: y brings up. ‘The object of the 
amendment of the committee is simply to put the 
preamble in such form that if itts adopted and 
the resolution meress will not have 
decided whether Loutsiana is in the Union or out 
of the Union, whether she is a State or not a 
State. It will be time enough to decide that ques- 
tion when it is presented to us. If our amend- 


1, we place the resofution upon 


the ground that the condition of things on the 
8th day of November last, the day of the presi- 


dential election, was such in all these States that 


passed, c: 


ment is adopt 


no election was held according to the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States. The pream- 
ble, if amended as we propose, will read: 

Whereas the inhabitants and loeal authorities of the 
States of Vieginta, North Carolina, South Carolina, Geor 
gia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Ar 
kansas, and Tennessee rebelled against the Government ot 
the United States, and were in such state of rebellion on 
the oth day of November, 1464, that no valid election for 
electors of President and Vice President of the United 
States according to the Constitution and laws thereof was 
beld therein on said day. 


And therefore it isdeclared that the States men- 
tioned in the pre amble are not entitled to re pre- 
sentation in the Electoral College. That will be 
the form of the preamble if the Senate shall con- 
eur in the amendment recommended by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOWE. Allow me to inquire of the Sen- 
ator if there is any report from the Committee on 
the Judiciary accompanying this joint resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There is not. 

Mr. HOWE. No statement of facts? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No statement of facts. 
This is a House resolution, and | am not aware 
that there was any report accompanying it from 
the Llouse committee. There certainly was none 
before the committee of this body, and we made 
no written report on the subject. 

Now, sir, in regard to tae State of Louisiana, 
whatever may be the view of Senators as to the 
organization which we understand has been got- 
ten up in that State, and although Congress may 
perhaps hereafter think proper to recognize that 
organization as legitimate, itdoes not necessarily 
follow that the conditron of things in the State of 
Louisiana on the 8th of November last was such 
as to authorize us to count the vote cast there for 
President and Vice President; and why? Itisa 
matter of public notoriety known to every child 


in the land, that a large portion of the State of | 


Louisiana on the 8th of November last was in the 
possession of a hostile enemy. There was no 
opportunity to vote for President and Vice Presi- 
dent in a very considerable portion of that State; 
and it might be a very serious question whether 
when the half of a State or the third of a State 
was overrun by an enemy,an election held under 
such circumstances and under the auspices of our 
own guns, would be an election which would au- 
thorize the Congress of the United States when 
in joint convention it comes to canvass the votes 
for President and Vice President, to count votes 
cast under such circumstances. 

In our action on this question I do not mean to 
commit the Senate one way or the other in regard 
to the organization which has been gotten up in 
the State of Louisiana; and it was with that very 
view that the committee moved to amend the pre- 
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| think if we strike that out 
and decide to receive the electoral vote castin that 


not be stricken out, 


State on the 8th of November last, we do decide 
directly that there was a State government there, 
and that there was an election for electors for Pres- 
ident and Vice Pre sident In accordance with the 
Constitution and laws of the United State S. Now, 
I do not beheve that. I think such was not the 
fact. There could b 
laws and Constitution of the United States inthe 


no election according to the 


State of Louisiana when a very considerable por 
tion of that State was overrun by the enemy, and 
the legal voters had no opportunity lo volte ong 
way or the other. [am not advised how many 
votes were cast at the election on the Sth of No- 
vember. No evidence has been submitted show- 
ing how many were cast. 

Again, sir, the President of the United States, 
In pursuance ofanact of ( Toners ss declared the in- 
habitants ofthe State of Louisianato beinastate of 
Insurrection agaist 
ted States. 


the Government of the Uni- 
We passed a law authorizing him to 
ion declaring that faet. In 
pursuance ofthe law the proclamation was issued. 


That proclamation has never been recalled. Ac 


Issue the prociamal 


cording to the law of the land, according to the 
proclamation of the President, the inhabitants of 
t 
surrection against the Government of the United 
States, 


the State of Louisiana are to-day in a state of in- 


Can you receive a vote cast by the in- 
habitants of a State for Chief Ma ristrate of the 
Union, when your own laws declare and your 
execulive prot imation declares that the y are in 
a state of insurrection against the Government of 
the United States? 


action by Congress recognizing the organiz 


Sir, until there shall be some 
ition 
which has been setup in Louisiana, we ought not 
in my judgmentto count electoral votes from that 
St Whether we shall recognize that organt- 
Zation or not, i will not unde rlake to say. We 
have notdone so yet, 


olate, 


and until we do it we ought 
not to count the electoral vote. Itrust, therefore 9 
that theamendmentof the Senator from New Jer- 
sey will not prevail. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Iam aware, sir, that this 
isa very delicate and important question, and it 
was with a great deal of diffidence that I under- 
took to propose an ate ndment to the resolution. 
| know that questions of such grave important as 
the one now before the Senate ought to be con- 
sidered calmly and coolly, and upon a great deal 
of reflection, and perhaps the wisest course In 
Pee ral would be to 


throw before the 


remain quiet, rather than to 
Senate for its hasty considera- 
tion a matter of such vital Iimportar ce. But, sir, 
lL hold to the doctrine that none of these States 


can be out of the Union; that having taken up 


their lot and part with their sister States at the 
time they were admitted into the Union, they are 
not now legally out of the Union; their covern- 
ments have been in abeyance; they have been 
overrun by the feet of hostile arn S, and many 
of their citizens have by usurpation and in viela- 
tion of thei duty to theirt llow-men, at d to their 
God attempted to carry these States out of the 
Union. 

That being my opinion, whenever the testi- 
mony is furnished to my mind that these State 
thus in the Union have, by the aid of the Gen- 
eral Government, or by the efforts of their own 
people, or by the act of both combined, reéstab- 
lished themselves, so to speak, or set their State 
governments in action anew and have commenced 
again to revolve in their old orbits, [ shall feel it 
to be my duty,so faras lam concerned, to extend 
to them all the privilegesand all the nghts which 
the loyal people of a loyal State are entitled to at 
the hands of their sister States, whether upon this 
floor or anywhere else. It was simply in that view 
and aspect of the case that I made the motion to 
amend the preamble of this joint resolution, for 
the purpose of excluding from the operation and 
effect of the resolution the State of Louisiana, 
judging and believing from the testimony which 
is notorious throughout the country, and which 
has come to the knowledge, I apprehe nd, of the 
Senate through various channels, that the pres- 
entcondition of the State of Louisiana is such as 
I have just stated. I can well see that there isa 
propriety in passing some such joint resolution 


| as this in relation to States thatare manifestly in 


the condition alluded to in its preamble; States 
that are in rebellion or such a condition of rebel- 


535 


for the purposes that are requisite to establish 
them asa State: States that are not in the exer- 
cise of the ordinary constitutional powers ofa 
State. 

‘The chairman of the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary states that it was the desire of a majority of 
the committee to avoid a committal on this sub- 
ject. It would not perhaps be amiss to insist 
that a committal shall not be had against the in- 
terestof the State any more than in its favor. The 
Senator says that the adoption of the amendment 
proposed by myself will be a declaration by Con- 
eress that the State of Louisiana was tin a condi- 
tion to perform all the functions of a State gov- 
erument and to appoint State officers and Senators 
and members of the 


Sentatives., 


national Louse of Repre- 
I admit that that question is involved 
in this amendme nt; Dut the same question is in- 
volved in the resolution, and it will be determined 
agaist the State if this joint resolution passes as 
it stands, for you will then decide that this State 
is now, this day, ina state of rebellion such as 
to deprive itot all the powers, rights, and privi- 
leces of the State of Louisiana. 
pared to go to that extent, 
Now, sir, what is 


lam not pre- 


the present condition of that 
State, so far as it re vards the question of its being 
ina state of rebellion? According to the best in- 
formation thatcan be derived trom various sources, 
from the action of the State itself, from various 
memorials, papers, and documents that have 
come into the possession of the Senate and have 
been published by its order, itappears that nearly 
a year ago, or perhaps quite a year ago, an elec- 
tion was held in Louisiana for State officers, and 
a very large number of votes were cast at that 
election, about two thirds or approximating to 
two thirds of the largest number of votes that had 
been cast at any former clection for State officers 
in the State. : ss 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator is certainly 
under a misapprehension with reference to the 
statements we received in committee, No such 
voteas thathas beencast, ‘There may have been 
perhaps two thirds of the former votes of those 
localities that voted, but not two thirds of the 
vote of the State. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. There were eleven thou- 
sand four hundred and fourteen votes cast at that 
erection, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There have been upward 
of fifty thousand votes cast in the State. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. It was stated that a large 
number of the former voters bad gone into rebel- 
dom or the rebelarmy, and a great many had been 
killed. 1 may be in errorin relation to the state- 
mentas to the number of votes cast in the whole 
State. This election of which L now speak, to- 
vether with the election for members of a consti- 
tutional convention, and all the other elections 
in the State » were fre eand uointerrupted, without 
the interference of any military control whatever. 
Indeed, 1 has been stated by a person who was 
upon the ground and whose attention was called 
to it, that ** no ¢ fort whatever was made on the 
part of the military authorities to influence the 
citizens of the State, either in the selection of can- 


didates or in the election of officers, and that the 
direct influence of the Governmentof the United 
States was less in Louisiana than in the elections 
probably of any State of the Union; that the of- 
ficers representing the Government, both civil 
and military, were divided, so far as they en- 
tertained or expressed opinions, on the question 
of candidates and upon the policy pursued in the 
organization of the Government.”’ 

It seems that here was an election held by the 
people of that State, and there have been since 
several elections held by those people for several 
purposes, and if any military influence was ex- 
erted it was merely in aid of them, and that the 
civil authority was not at all in subordination to 
the military. 

Under these circumstances, and in view of the 
invitation that has been held out by the Gevern- 
ment to all the loyal people of these States to 
come back and endeavor to organize themselves 
anew, when the loyal people who have come 
through the fire and blood of this contest, and 
rained sufficient strength to present themselves 
civilly and quietly at the ballot to choose their 
own State officers and to choose delegates to form 
a new State constitution, and when they claim the 


amble. I trust that the State of Louisiana will || lion as that no election could be held or was held |, rights of other States, are they to be met by the 


slater, 
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lea that upon certain out- bounds of the State 
there stl! mi ay be the tre ad of rebel feet? Why, 
sir, it appears by all the testimony that the pop- 
and property of the State 
of Louisiana are confined to the cities and dis- 
tricts of country immediate ly | vorde ring upon the 
river, and that the residue of the State is very 
sparsely settled indeed, with very few inhabitants, 
such portion of the country as is not submerged 
by water being used for planting purposes, and 
that the property and population are condensed 
within very small spaces which are within the con- 
trol of the United States and the loyal people of 
that State whose anxiety and desire is to return 
to the United States Government and to support 
it and its authority. 

Sir, | could have desired that the people of this 
State should have a much more able and earnest 
advocate than Lam; but under the circumstances 
I have felt it my duty to raise the question. 

Mr. POWELL. If the Senator willallow me, 
J] desire toask hima question. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I shallconclud presently, 
and then I shall be happy to answer your ques- 
tions if itbe in my power. ‘The chairman of the 
Committee on the Judiciary has stated that there 
was no evidence as to how m iny votes were cast 
at the clection for electors of President and Vice 
President of the United States. Vhy, sir, the 
electors of President and Vice President were 
chosen by the members of the Legislature in ac- 
cordance with alaw passed by themselves for that 
purpose, fixing a day for that election bya prior 
vote. In consequence of the authority contained 
in that law the election was held. I believe itis 
not illegal on account of its having been held in 
that way, elthough that course has not been usual 
for many years. 

Another objection is made on the ground that 
the President of the United States has declared 
this State to be in a condition of insurrection and 
rebellion, and therefore all its acts tending to- 
ward a return to the Union are to be disregarded 
upuil the President shall withdraw his proclama- 
tion. If that be the test — criterion, all that 
the Executive has to do, or if we had been so 
unfortunate as to fail in the reélection of the pres- 
ent incumbent of the presidential chair, and his 
antagonist had been elected, and he should see fit 
to refuse to withdraw the proclamation declar- 
Ing a State to be in insurrection, he could keep a 
State thus circumstanced and thus situated for 
all time, 
his administration, from returning to the Union, 
although every individual soul within its limits 
might be desirous and anxious to return to their 
ancient loyalty. 

Sir, | do not mean to continue this discussion; 
itis most important in its consequences; but it 
appeared to me that we were in danger of com- 
mitting ourselves to a policy that will be more 
injurious to us by excluding the vote of the State 
ot Louisiana, as is proposed, than by admitting 
it. Having said thus much, lL submit the amend- 
ment to the better judgment and discretion of the 
Senate without intending to prolong the debate, 

Mr. HOWE. As I propose to vote for the 
amendment moved by the Senator from New Jer- 
sey, and as the reasons which will control my vote 
are widely different from those which he has 
stated as controlling his own, perhaps the Senate 
will pardon me a very few minutes in stating 
what my own views are. 


ulation and business 


or at least during the whole period of | 





[ shall vote to strike out the State of Louisiana | 


from this preamble and resolution, and in doing so 
Jam not controlled at all by the consideration of 
how many citizens of Louisiana participated in 
that election in the choice of electors. I am gov- 


erned by the single fact thata statute of your own, | 
existing at the time of that election, declared that || 


the people of that State had the right to choose 
electors, and that certain of them did participate 
in making that choice. The Senator from Illinois 
says but a small portion of the people of the State 
participated in that choice. Tone statute said 
that all might. Does the refusal of a large por- 
tion or a small portion of the people of a State to 
participate in an election deprive the minority, if 


you please, no matter how small, of their right | 


under your statute? Ifthe refusal of any portion 
or the inability of any portion of the people to 


wished to occupy the time of the Senate long 


| the electoral vote from Louisiana settles the ques- 


participate in an election deprives the remainder || 


of the right they have under existing laws, teil | 


THE 


| who wield national authority to furnish govern- 


| vember last, authorized these people to participate 





neglect or whose refusal imposes this disfran- 
chisement on the residue? Is ita majority? Is it 
of half the State? Is it the people of 
ten counties? Is itthe people ofa single county? 
My own idea about it 1s, that when the existing 
law gives to the people of a particular loc ality a 
right, that right is to be exercised, in the absence || 
of local restrictions, by just so many of the people 
as see fit to participate init. 

There is one fact, Mr. President, which existed 
in the State of Louisiana, whic h exists in the 
State of Virginia, and in South Carolina, and each 
one of the seceded States, which, in my judg- | 
ment, has authorized the Congress of the United 
States to repeal that act which gave those people 
the right to participate in the choice of a Presi- | 
dent, and to participate in the legislation of the 
United States, It authorized the Congress of the 
United States to repeal that law, and authorized 
nobodyelse. That fact, which I think conferred 
that authority upon us,1s the fact of a rebe llion, 
which (although we are told over and over again 
that it did not take the State of Louisiana, or any 
of those States out of the Union) did destroy 
every semblance of an American State. I know 
it did not take the territory out of the Union, out | 
of the rightful jurisdiction of the United States, 
but that rebellion was just as fatal to any such 
thing as an American State, as Louisiana had | 
been, as a bullet through the heart would be fatal 
tothe man. ‘There is the form of a man, but the 
life of the man is not there; itis acareass. ‘l'o 
have an American State you must have a com- 
munity not only with governors and legislators | 
and local courts, but you must have a community 
interlaced, as it were, with national tribunals and 
organization; you must have a community in 
which Federal courts and Federal organs, col- 
lectors, and postmasters, and the like, ex cist, and 
are allowed toact; and when these Federal organs 
are destroyed, that State, as an American State, 
within the definition of the Constitution, is ended. 
I do not care whether you call itout of the Union 
orin, an American State is not there; and when 
that happens, inasmuch asit is obligatory on you 


the people 


ment of some kind for all your people, | think 
the event has happened (and I have said so once 
in reference to the State of Arkansas) which not 
only authorizes you, but in some sort demands 
of youthat youstep in and furnish a government, 
and a civil government, for the community so 
placed. Hitherto we have refused to do that, and 
the law, as it stood on your statute-book in No- 


in the choice of & President. Some of them, lI do 
not care whether a dozen or fifty, did participate, 
and I think it is too late to disfranchise them. 

I shall vote for theamendment proposed by the 
Senator from New Jersey, because | understand 
that Louisiana did make choice of electors. I 
understand that two other States have also chosen 
electors. Ishould vote foranamendment to strike 
them out of the resolution. It is no time, and I 
have no disposition to argue the question; I simply 


enough to state, so far as there was a difference 
between the views which governed my action and | 
those which have been laid down by the Senator | 
from New Jersey, that difference. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from New 


Jersey seems to suppose that a refusal to count 


tion just as much against the present State organ- 
ization in Louisiana as the counting of the vote 
would settle the question in favor of that State | 
organization. Cannot the Senator from New 
Jersey conceive of a case where a State might be 
perfect in all its State organization and yet its 
electoral vote be rejected? Then it does not de- 
cide it so completely. Here was a case from 
Wisconsin. Nobody supposed that the State of 
Wisconsin had not a right to vote for President; 
but there were many who supposed that her vote, 
not being in accordance with law, not being cast 
at the proper time, ought not to be counted. I 
will not undertake to say who was right in refer- 
ence to it; but, if we had refused to count that 
vote, we should not thereby have decided that | 
there was no such State as Wisconsin. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. That might be a perfect 
answer to what | suggested on this subject, if the 
reason were not assigned in the preamble why 


———— 
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me what 1 is the number whose disability or whose I these electoral votes should not be counted. The | 
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| the inhabitants and local authorities of 
| States were in a State 


| Louisiana. 


| ing to the laws and Constitution of the 
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reason assigned in the preamble, as I understand 
it, is that the State isin such a condition of re} 
lion that no election could be had. I said thas 
passing this resolution with that preamble —— 
establish, so far as Congress could establish that 
fact, the status of Louisiana before the country 
and before the civilized world. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think it would establish 
no such principle. A civil commotion or insur- 
rection might exist among the people of a State, 
so that no election could be held, and yet the 


| State organization might not be questioned by an y- 


body. ‘TheState organization might be loyal and 
true to the Union, notwithstanding a foreign 
enemy had come into Louisiana; and I will put 
that case as a complete answer to the Senator’s 
suggestion, Suppose this had been a foreign war, 
and a foreign enemy had taken possession of the 
State of Louisiana, and held such possession that 
no election could be held throughout the State. [ 
want to know if the Senator from New Jerss 
would count the electoral vote from that State 
when not twenty men could have assembled in the 
State and voted for President and Vice President? 
If we so decided, would that say that the organi- 
zation of the State of Louisiana was not to be 
recognized, and was repudiated ? 

‘The preamble to the resolution states (and that 
was the object of amending it) first the fact that 
certain 
of insurrection. Does the 
Senator from New Jersey doubt that? Does he 
propose to count the vote from South Carolina? 
Why not? Beeause it is ina state of insurrec- 
tion, I suppose. ‘That was once the condition of 
Then what other fact is stated? 
That such a state of things existed on the 8th day 
of November, 1864, that no valid election accord- 
United 
States could be held in the State. We do not 
decide that the State organization which has been 
inaugurated there may not be a valid one. We 


| meet that question, and will have to meet it when 
| we come to investigate the right to seats of the 
| gentlemen who have presented themselves 


here 
as Senators from the State of Louisiana, a 
may admit those gentlemen to seats, and yet suc! 

a state of things may have existed in Louisiana 
on the day of the election in November last as 


| would not authorize us to count the electoral vote 


of that State. I think, therefore, the Senator is 


| mistaken in supposing that we decide as much by 


excluding the vote as we do by receiving it. If 
we receive the electoral vote of Louisiana, we do 
decide that she was in a condition to cast her 
electoral vote at that time, that she had her State 
government, and that an election was held there 
in pursuance to the laws and Constitution of the 
United States. 

Now let mesay a word in reply to what was said 
by the Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. Howe,] 
whe I am sorry is notin his seat. He says he 
is for receiving the vote of the State of Louisiana 


| because your statute said the people should have 


the right to vote. I would like to see the stat- 
ute that said the people of Louisiana had a right 
to vote at the last presidential election. I can 
show theSenator the statute of the Congress of 
the United States that says that the President 


| should have authority to declare, in an existing 


state of facts, the inhabitants of certain States in 
insurrection against the Governmentof the United 
States; and if there is any statute authorizing the 
people ofa State to vote for President of the United 
States, this act, so far ag it is inconsistent with it, 
reper als it; itis the last law on the subject; and in 
oursuance of this act of Congress the President 
das issued his proclamation and has said that the 
inhabitants of the State of Louisiana were in a 
state of insurrection against the Government of 
the United States. 

But, says the Senator from New Jersey, has 
Congress, then, put it out of its power ever to re- 
instate these States in their proper position toward 
the Federal Government, and does it depend upon 
the recalling by the President of the United States 
of his proclamation? By no means. Congress 
may repeal the law under which the President is- 
sued his proclamation, and then what becomes of 
the proclamation based upon the law? Suppose 
some person were elected President who desired 
unjustly to keep these States from representation 
in the Congress of the United States, or from vot- 
ing at a presidential clection, and refused to recall 
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his proclamation when the insurrection was sup- 
presse d and the rebellion put down; 
has only to repeal the law by virtue of which the 
President issued his proclamation, and the proc- 
lamation falis. ‘Thereis nothing inthat positon. 

‘The Senator from Wisconsin asks, is the re- 
fusal of a portion of the peo} le to vote to bea 
reason for not receiving the vote of a State? Not 
at all; but I will tell you what is a reason for re- 
fusing the vote of a State: when the people of 
that State have had no opportunity to vote. That 
Have the people of Louisiana 
—and is there aSenator who believes they have— 
had an opportunity to vote, unrestrained by mil- 
lary authority, unawed by hostile armies, tor 
Presidentand Vice President of the United States? 
Does the Senator from New Je rsey believe it? If 
a large portion of the inhabitants of any State of 


Congress 


is the question. 


this Union have had no opportunity to vote, | 
want to know if the vote of a township ora 
county shall be taken as a vote of a State for 
Pre side nt? ‘The refusal to vote when the y had 
an opportunity would be no reason for excluding 
the vote of a State; but the want of opportunity 
to vote and to exercise the franchise to which the 
inhabitants of a State are entitled would be a 
reason for not receiving the vote of the balance. 
lam not furnished with the facts in regard to 
the number of votes castin Louisiana at the pres- 
idential election; but | know, generally, that a 
large portion of the State of Loutsiana in territo- 
rial extent, | think | may say three fourths of 
the State, on the 8th of November last, wasin the 
possession of the enemies of the United States, 
and no person could have cast a vote within that 
jurisdiction. The largest vote ever cast there 
‘unde rany of these orgauizations was some eleven 
or twelve thousand, while the vote of the State, 
when all her legal voters had the privilege of going 
to the polls, was more than sixty thousand. 
Mr. TEN EYCK. Fifty-one thousand, [ can 
state to the Senator, was the highest vote ever 


cast, and the average vote of the State was thirty- | 


four thousand. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I thought it was sixty 
thousand. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. No, SIN; the highest vote 
ever cast was fifty-one thousand, and the average 
was thirty-four thousand, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It may be so;I have not 
the figures before me; buteleven or twelve thou- 
sand is but a small part of fifty-one thousand. 
But, sir, | do not place it upon that ground. I 
should agree entirely with the Senator from Wis- 
consi if his facts were right; if the voters of 
Louisiana had the opportunity to vote, the refusal 
ota portion to vote constitutes no reason why 
the vote of the State should not be received. 

But, sir, | do not desire to prolong the debate. 
I do not, at this stage, want to go into a discussion 
of the question, and we are not yet prepared to 
act upon the question as to the organization in 
the State of Louisiana. There are many facts 
connected with the settlement of that question, 
and we are not fully advised as to the facts. The 
Committee on the Judiciary has been considering 
it, and has bestowed much attention upon it. 
But here is a question that is pressed upon us 
at once, that must be decided within the week. 
However the question of the State organization 
of Louisiana may ultimately be decided, (which 
Ido not wish to prejudge; about which at this 
time | wish toexpress no opinion,) the Committee 
on the Judiciary thought it was proper to concur 
in the resolution of the House of Representatives, 
and not count the electoral vote from the State of 
Louisiana. 
resolution and settle this question, and avoid any 
difficulty in canvassing the vote, without com- 
mitting ourselves one way or the other as to the 
ultimate decision in regard to the organization 
which has been inaugurated in the State of Louis- 
lana. 

Mr. HARRIS. I think it is to be very much 
regretted, Mr. President, that this question, which 
affects the admission of the members of Congress 


| 


| 
| 


It was so in the case of Wisconsin. 
It seems to me it would be far better to say in this 
, n, “If w of 
these States the numberof votes for Mr. Lincoln 
and Mr. Johnson wili be so many; if we reject 
these votes the number of votes willl 


and in either case these cand 


the result. 


case, as was said the int the votes 


ymany: 
dates are elected;”’ 
and thus pass over this question, 

Sir, the more I reflect upon it the more difficulty 
I see in the way of 
as this. 


; ) 
idopting any such resolution 


It was not discussed in the committee; 


but my reflection has led me to think there is 
rreat importance in the question; that it is avery 
grave question.. I ask the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, what right has Conere 

to say by a resolution passed by a majority ot 
each House that the State of New Yorkshall not 


be represented in counting these votes? Why may 
you not includein the preamble to this re solution, 
and in the resolution itself, the State of New York 
as well as these other States? | ask the chairman 
of the committee to tell me how he can distinguish 
between them. If Congress has the power to de- 
clare that Louisiana shall not vote, w hy has it not 
the power to declare that New York shall not 
vote? It seems to me that is a very serious ques- 
tion. There is no need of settling such a question 
here. Wecan pass over it withoutany difficulty 


in the case. 





But, sir, I did not rise to discuss that question. 
Iam opposed to the preamble to this resolution, 
Ido not like it. In mv judgment, it is not true. 


I admit that the rebel States have been declared 
to be in a state of insurrection, and the first clause 
of the preamble is true; the inhabitants and the 
local authorities of those States have been in a 
state of insurrection; but are the local authori- 
ties in Louisiana and Tennessee and Arkansas 
now in insurrection? I deny it. Who are the 
local authorities of Louisiana? I insist that they 
are those authorities that have been put in power 
by the proceedings under the Federal Govern- 
ment. I understand that Michael Hahn is the 
Governor of that State, and that they have a Le- 
gislature elected by the loyal people of that State; 


1} and if that be so, then itis not true that on the 


8th of November last the local authorities of that 
State were in a state of armed rebellion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 


| the chair.) The Senator from New York will 


| having arrived, that being the hour fixed for the 
consideration of a special order, in pursuance of 
that special order the galleries will be cleared, and 
| the Senate will proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
| executive business; and after some time spent 
therein the doors were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


it 
} 


I trust the Senate will concur in the | 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| suspend his remarks. The hour of two o’clock 





HOUSE OF REPF-ESENTATIVES. 
JepNESDAY, February 1, 1865. 
W Fet y 1, 18 

The House met attwelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannina. 

: ieyvourna of yesterday was read and ap yroveu. 
LheJ lofy lay landapy d 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
| munication from the Treasurer of the United 
| States, transmitting an adjusted account of the 
| Treasurer of the United States for service in the 
| Post Office Department for the fiscal year ending 
| June 30, 1864; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. STEELE, of New Jersey, from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, reported that the com- 
| mittee had examined and found truly enrolled a 
joint resolution (S. No. 16) submitting to the 


| Legislatures of the several States a proposition to 





|) amend the Constitution of the United States; when 


from Louisiana to both Houses, should be thus | 


incidentally brought before the Senate. I would 
much prefer to have the same course adopted by 
Congress in counting these votes which it is said 
was adopted in the case of Wisconsin at a pre- 
vious election, We all know that whether the 
votes of these States, Louisiana, Arkansas, and 
Tennessee, are counted or not, it will not affect 


| the Speaker signed the same. 
AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 
Mr. CLAY, by unanimous consent, introduced 
| the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Public Printer be, and he is hereby, 


| instructed to print fifteen thousand ext sof the Agri 


| cultural Report for the year J863, for the benefit and use of 
| the Agricultural Department. 


Mr. CLAY. lI ask that that resolution be re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Printing. 
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Mr. HOLMAN. I would like to ask what 
number has alre udy been printed for the use of 
that Dey 

Mr. CLAY. 


sand, I suppose. 


partment. 


1 am not positive; but ten thou- 


No objection being made, the resolution was 
received, and referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing, 

NIAGARA SITIIP-CANAL. 

Mr. SPALDING called for the regular order of 
business. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the consideration of the bill (IL. R. No. 126) 
to construct a ship-canal around the falls of Ni- 


wara, which was postponed to and made the 

ecial order of the day tor t day, after the read- 
tog of the Journal, and from day to day until 
disposed of. ‘To this bill the grentieman from 
New York (Mr. Lirriesonn] has submitted an 


amendment, in the nature of a substitute. The 
gentioman from IHlinois [Mr. Annoip] has moved 
to amend the amendment by adding various see- 


ie 
' 


tions In relation to the Hlinois ship-canal, The 
question is upon the amendment to the amend- 
ment. The genteman from Ohio [Mr. Sparpine] 
1s ¢ untitled to the floor. 

Mr. SPALDING. Mr. Speaker, the war of 
the * rreat rebe llion’’ has continued so long ar dl 
has taxed so heavily all our sympathies, as well 
as our national resources, that we seem to have 
acquired a morbid appetite for ** feats of arms,’”’ 
and to have lost our relish for the achievements 
of the civic arts, forgetting that— 

** Peace hath her victories 
No lesa renowned than war.’”’ 

Sir, there is no one thing that has impressed 
my mind with such sublime conceptions of the 
dignity and power of the United States, and of 
the ultimate ability of the Government to vanquish 
all its enemies, as the great fact that ** the chisel 
of the sculptor’? has not ceased to resound in the 
porticos ofthe Capitol, notwithstanding thousands 
upon thousands of armed foes have fought and 
fallen in their repeated assaults upon the majestic 
unity of the Re} ublie. 

On the present occasion I invoke the attention 
of the Flouse while we considera question which, 
while it lacks the thrilling interest that attaches 
to the maintenance and support of armies and 
navies, their successes and reverses, still 1s des- 
tined to have for all time a most distinguished 
influence upon our growth and prosperity os a 
people, by the crace of God,and the wisdom and 
valor of our sons, ** FREE and INDEPENDENT.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on the 13th day of January of 


|} last year [ had the honor, in obe dience to the re- 


quest of my constituents, to introduce in this 
House a bill to constructa ship-canal around the 
falls of Niagara. That bill has, by sundry con- 
tinuances, been brought to the presenttime as the 
special order of the day, in connection with the 
substitute proposed by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Lirrtesonn,] and the amendment to 
the substitute proposed by the gentleman from 
llinois, [Mr. Arnotp.] I desire tospeak mainly 
of the importance of making a navigable ship- 
canal around the falls of Niagara, reserving to 
myself the privilege of voting for the substitute 
or the amendment, one or both, as I may feel in- 
clined at the close of this discussion. 

The construction of a canal around the falls of 
Niagarais no new question for our consideration, 
or forthe consideration of thecountry. Asearly 
as the year 1784,the very next year after the ac- 
knowledgment by Great Britain of our independ- 
ence, a survey for a canal around the falls of Ni- 
agara was made under the auspices of acompany 
organized in the State of New York for the pur- 
pose of forming a link in the chainof inland com- 
munication from the Hudson river to Lake Erie, 
Since then repeated surveys have been made, and 
repeated estimates taken, some under the patron- 
ave of the General Government, all tending to 


show the entire practical ility, as well as the 


7] imperative necessity, of removing this natural 


obstruction in the way of commerce and trade 
between the West and the East. 

The last, and I do not know but the most re- 
liable, survey which has been made, was made 
by the distinguished engineer, Mr. Charles B. 
Stuart, of the State of New York, at the request 
of Pre sident Lincoln some time dur ing the autumr 


|| of the year 1363. Mr. Stuart, in his able report, 
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which has probably found its way to the desk of 
every member of this Hlouse, or if not, it should 
be there, and should be carefully read and ma- 
turely considers d—Mr. Stuart gives the short 

, round the falls of Niagara 
as being between the points of Schlosser and Le 

iston, a distance of six miles and three thousand 
and seventy feet. Tle makes his calculations for 
with a prism of one hundre d and five feet 
on the oi eof water,and with adepth of twelve 
feet; with locks two hundred and seventy-five 
feet in length, and forty 


averaging sixteen feet lift. 


route for a ship-canal a 


a can al 


five feet in width, each 

Tn satiated ciatot 
this canal with single locks is $6,007,011; with 
double locks, $7,680,555. 


Mr. LITTLEJOIIN, (inh at With gold 


at one hundred and twenty-five per cent. pre 
mium. 
Mr.SPALDING. Yes, sir, with gold at on 


hundred and twe nty five per cent. premium, for 
the estimate was made when gold was at that 
rate. ‘The members of the Tlouse will pereeive 
in the progress of th eXaminatl , that 


proposed to have the Government extend its: id 
to this great enterprise in the shape of al i of 
its bonds to the extent of $6 ,000,0 ) So thatit 
is fair to inquire into the que tion } heGov 

ernment ought at this timeto invest $6,000,000 ¢ 

its credit in this great national work. 

Now, sir, | claim, in the first pla e, that no 
sectional interests ought to regarded bye 
particularly interested in tl work; for I hold 
that its constraction would benefit the nation at 
large, by swelling its resources to magnificent 
proportions, and by increasing its capabilities of 


defense against the inroads of any f oreign Power. 
It is particularly interesting to the citizens of the 
great West who raise mainly the breadstuffs of 
the nation, and not only of the nation but of a 
great portion of the zed world. And it is 
interesting to the great class of consumers in the 
East, in New England and New York. It is in- 
teresting to my constituents, and pe rhaps I may 
say with propriety, to nine or ten millions of the 
population of our country in its military aspect, 
For I say to this House, most distinctly, that 
while the Congress of the United States has, with 
a liberal hand, provided for the defenses of our 
cities and towns upon the sea-coast, it has 
tributed but s 


civill 


con- 
sparingly, not to say grudgingly, to 
the defenses of the people living in the Northwest. 
Why, sir, it should be borne in mind that, when 
ten million people are asking for aid to the extent 
of only $6,000,000, in removing or overcoming 
the natural obstructions at the falls of Niagara, 
$150,000,000 have been appropriated for the de- 
fenses upon the Atlantic saying nothing 
about the Navy and naval defenses. With a 
population of ten million people interested in the 
commerce of the northwestern lakes—Superior, 
Michigan, Huron, St. Clair, and Erie—and with 
two thousand ships of every description bearing 
the teeming productions of the West upon the 
bosom of those lakes continually toward an east- 
ern market, we have now, in all the Northwest, 
but a single ship calculated for warlike purposes, 
and that ship less than one hundred tons burden, 
and having but one gun. We have not even 
lived up to the terms of the treaty of 1817, in 
providing for the defenses of the Jakes, so far 
as the rights reserved to us are concerne d. But, 
sir, during the last half century Great Britain, 
one of the parties of that treaty, keeping her one- 
gun war naee ls upon the lakes, according to the 
supulations of the treaty, has been continually 
preparing her military canals and her naval depots 
for any contingency that might arise wherein and 
whereby the United States Government might put 
itself into a hostile attitude toward them. 
It is not necessary to call the attention of this 

House to the fact which was brought prominently 


‘ oast, 


before members during the discussion upon the | 


abrogation of the reciprocity treaty, that Great 
Britain has constructed the Rideau canal from 
Montreal to Kingston on Lake Ontario; that she 
has also constructed the St. Lawrence canal 
around the rapids of the river St. Lawrence; 
that she has constructed the Welland canal, con- 
necting, on the British side, Ontario with Lake 
Erie; and they now make their boast that in 
twenty-four hours they could throw their vessels- 
of-war from Montreal to Oswego, and in twenty- 
four hours more might throw theirs heils into the 


cities of Buffalo and Cleveland on Lake Erie. | States of the East? 


Now, I ask, is it not the sublimest folly for the 
American people to rest in this quiescent condi- 
tion when the ex edit of so litthe money 
might put them com letely be yond the power of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
coupled with all the forces of the provinces? 
The bill proposes to construct a canal of suffi- 
cient dimensions, with sufficient locks and sufii- 
cient depth of water, to pass gunboats from Lake 
Ontario into Lake Erie, or from Lake Erie into 
Lake Ontario, And the question at once comes 
ick to us, cui bono? for what good would you 
il to connect Lake Erie and Lake On- 
the project be extended still further? 
For how will you get gunboats upon either of 
{ you connect with the 
iw Ny means 
New York canal? 
Ir. Speaker, the mai 


marine upon Lakes Erie, 


Inune a cal 
tario, Unless 

3¢ lakes unless eastern 
of an enlargement of the 


rpart of the commercial 
Iluron, Michigan, and 


Superior belongs to citizens of the United States. 
In this commercial marine we have fleets of steam 
propellers strongly builtand suitable for gunboats 


witli a little expense In giving to them an 
ment. Notso with Ontario. 


) 
ne comimerciat marine 


arma- 
On Lake Ontariv, 
belongs mainly to the 
Canadas; and in the event of war we have no 
vessels there suitable to be converted into vessels- 
of-war. We have the material on Lake Erie. 
We could, with very little trouble and expense, 
convert our freight propellers into gunboats, and 
those gunboats could be transported through the 
Niagara canal to the aid of the population residing 
upon Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence, if need 
be, without further ship-canals toward the East. 

But, Mr. Speaker, it is mainly in a commer- 
cial point of view that I should like to call the 
ittention of the House to this great subject. It 
is commonly thought that the young West has 
grownup andattained the dimensions of manhood; 
that it has arrived at a point beyond which it 
will not speedily go,and that the canals and rail- 
roads now constructed through the State of New 
York will take off the superabundant produce of 
that country with all manner of ease. 


I want the members of the House who are not |! 


immediately conversant with the growth and great- 
ness of our northwestern States to understand 
that they, at this time, grow five hundred million 
bushels of wheat and corn. I wish them to un- 
derstand that one hundred million bushels are 
annually transmitted, already, through the canals 
and railroads of New York to New England and 
New York, in a great measure to be consumed 


there, butin part, and that not inconsiderable, for 
export to foreign countries, 
{ want the Hlouse to understand further, that 


although the northwestern States, at this time, 
yield this immense amount of wheat and corn, 
their production is increasing at the rate of twenty 
per cent. a year,and already the thoroughfares 
of transportation from the West to the East are 
crowded to suffocation, so that unless we have ad- 
ditional means of transportation afforded us from 
some other quarter, the necessary result must be 


that our people in the West must cease produ- | 
cing, or they must suffer their surplus produce 
) perish in their storehouses. We now have a | 


ship navigation for our agricultural produce from 
Chie: ago to Buffalo, near the foot of Lake Erie. 
We have a further navigable ship communication 
toward the tide-water through the 
Great Britain, by the way of the We ‘land canal, 
for three h undre d miles more to Ogdensburg, on 
the St. Lawrence. 

Now, | wish it remarked that the opponents of 
the abrogation of the reciprocity treaty threw it 
into our teeth more than once that our trade be- 
tween the West and East through the Welland 


canal would be interrupted if we provoked Great | 


Britain to unfriendly feeling. Sir, | have too much 
pride, as an American ciuzen, to be subjected to 
the caprice of Great Britain or any other nation. 
Great Britain has made her canal around the falls 
of Niagara, and the United States have the same 
opportunity to make a canal around the cataract 


upon her own territory, through which she could | 


transmit her produce and merchandise, without 
saying to Great Britain at any time, ** By your 
favor.’ 

But what will be the effect of this increase in 
the navigable ship communication between the 
| producing States of the West and the consuming 
It is an admitted fact, I be- 
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Mette that it costs just twice as much to senna 
a ton of produce over a canal as it does on ship- 
board over the waters of the wide lakes, exclusive 
of tolls. It costs much less than that, in propor- 
tion to the price of freight, over the railroads, 
And now, although I do not profess to be well 
versed in matters of trade, my best information 
tells me that every farmer in the northwestern 
States who produces a bushel of wheat would 
be directly interested in the making of this canal 
around the falls of Niagara, as it would save at 
least five cents a bushel in getting his wheat te 
market. If that is the result, why should we 
hesitate? It is well known that many of our 
farmers in the West absorb most of the consider- 


ation which they obtain for their hard industry 


in paying the expense of getting their products 
to market. 

It must, then, be a matter of prime necessity to 
attend to everything which shall reduce that ex- 
pense of transportation. I say, then, and I state 
itas a fact ascertained by that eminent engineer 


| of New York, Mr. Stuart—whose personal in- 


| jent outlet 


terest, if he has any, would be against this pro- 
posed improvement—there would be a saving of 
from three to five cents a bushel in passing the 
cereals of the West to an eastern market by way 
of the Niagara canal, instead of sending them as 
we now do through the canals and railroads of 
New York; and, taking the amount of produce 
which has been sent forward during the last four 
years as a criterion, the whole expense of making 
this Niagara ship-canal would be reimbursed to 
the people in four years by this saving. In one 
short term of four years the people of the North- 
west, who grow this grain, would save enough 
to pay the whole expense of constructing this 
canal, 

I regard that proposition as impregnable; and 
if so, why will the American Congress hesitate to 
adopt a measure of such high State necessity, and 
why should they hesitate to make the needed ap- 
propriation for the purpose? 

And here, Mr. Speaker, | meet tne only serious 
argument of the opposition which can be urged 
against this measure. I take it for granted that 
no man inthis House will doubt the practicability 
of making this work, or doubt the more conven- 
it will afford to the products of the 
West. But gentlemen question the policy, at this 
time, when the nation is engaged in a war witha 


| portion of its own citizens, of encroaching upon 
| the credit of the country so much as to appropri- 


ate its bonds to the extent asked for in the bill— 
$6,000,000. As the gentleman from New York 
|Mr. Davis] reminds me, I did not intend to be 
understood that we were asking for an appropri- 
ation of $6,000,000 in money atall. It is but an 


appropriation of the creditof the country in bonds, 








members of this House who 
| 3 
| any way toembarrass the Treasury of the United 


payable perhaps in twenty years, for the bene fit 
of those who may construct this “canal, it being 
stipulated that the whole money shall be reim- 


| bursed by taking ten percent. of the tolls annually 


of the canal, and permitting all property owned 
by the United States—ships, materials of war, and 
everything of that kind—to pass toll free. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, | am one of the last of the 
would consent in 


States. I think [have already sufficiently evinced 


| my opposition to the increase of salaries or any- 
permission of | 


thing of that kind which shall undermine the credit 
of our Government,so necessary to be held up at 
this critical period in our affairs. But, sir, | am 
not prepared to admit, | never was, that our na- 
tional Government is not able to meet all the cost 
of this war of rebellion. Far from it. I insist 
that with our national resources we might treble 


| the national debt, and the people of this great em- 


pire would walk off under that load without ap- 
parently feeling its weight. Why, sir, there is no 
country in C hristendom possessed of such mate- 
rial means as belong to the United States, and no 
country is more able to bear such a burden as is 
devolved upon us by this grievous war. Our 
population in 1860 was 31,445,000 souls. The in- 
crease in every decade since 1790 has been nearly 
thirty-five per cent. Itis estimated thatin 1870 our 
population will be 42,318,432. We are continu- 


ally receiving large additions from immigration. 
The official valuation of property in the country, 
notincluding slaves, was, in 1860, $14,223,618,068. 
As the increase of property in the last decade was 
one hundred and thirty per cent., it is fair to pre- 
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sume that the aggregate now must exceed owieny 
thoasand million dollars. Our territorial area is 
2 936,166 square miles, or 1,8 
which, in May, 1863, there remained undisposed 
of 946,901,625 acres of arable lands, and 2,000,000 
of gold and silver-bearing lands. The Govern- 
ment lands altogether are supposed to be worth 
$2,000,000,000, so that here we have a fund to fall 
back upon, if need be, when we attempt to ex- 
onerate ourselves from the pressure of this na- 
tional debt. 

In the year 1860 the cereal productions of eight 
States (Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, lowa, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan) reached 
583,160,323 bushels, exceeding the whole annual 
produce of 


France. Their cattle numbered 7,204,810; their 
swine, 11,039,352 
Our mineral productions are of inestimable 


value, and exhaustlessin quantity. Ourresources 
in the shape of coal are immense, according to the 
authority of Sic William Armstrong, who pre- 
sented an Armstrong gun cased in mahogany to 
Jeff. Davis, which was captured by our gallant 


soldiers at Fort Fisher the other day. 


And by the way, in passing, I might say thatif 


we are ata loss to see the necessity of being pre- 
pared for any contingency that may arise of an 
unfriendly character as between the United States 
and Great Britain; and I believe the advice given 
to us by the Father of his country was, ‘* If vou 
wish to preserve peace, be prepared for war;”’ | 
say that if we are to look for the feeling that ‘ani- 
mates the English bosom, where should we go for 
more convincing proof than to Fort Fisher, where 
we find a masterpiece of artillery presented by the 
English inventor himself to Jeff. Davis, the prince 
of rebeldom, to enable him to beat down the fair 
fabric of our Government? I say that we have 
warnings coming to us from every quarter to be 
on our guard, and it would be the part of extreme 
folly forthe American people to pass on heedless 
of those manifold admonitions. 

Our coal is said by Sir William Armstrong to 
be thirty-two times as great in quantity as thatof 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 
And our iron bears the same proportion. The 
copper mines of Lake Superior and the lead and 
jron mines of Missouri are sources of wealth of 
incalculable extent. Our coast and shore line is 
in all 122,784 miles, and no coast on the globe has 
such facilities for cheap water communication. 
In the year 1560 our tonnage was 53,058,808 tons, 
and our commercial fleet on the oceans, lakes, 
and rivers numbered nearly 30,000 vessels. In 
the same year our manufactured articles amounted 
to $1,500,000,000; and I have but just commenced 
to touch upon the astonishing resources of the 
American people. 

I say, then, that in addition to the burdens of 
this war, which we all hope and pray may be 
speedily brought to a successful, honorable, and 
righteous conclusion; in addition to these bur- 
dens, the American people can well afford to in- 
crease their responsibilities by loaning the credit 
of the United States for this great national enter- 
prise, 

Mr.S 
remarks which I designed to submit. I will only 
say that within a few days I have received a res- 
olution adopted by the Board of Trade of the city 
where IL live, Cleveland, Ohio, urging upon me by 
every sense of duty to endeavor to promote the 
success of this great object. The 
follows 

CLEVELAND, January 17, 1865. 

Resolved, By the Board of ‘Trade of the city of Cleveland, 
that we, the members of this Board of Trade, are impressed 
more deeply than ever before with the vital importance, for 
the welfare and safety of the whole country, of a national 
ship canal around the falls of Niagara; that we earnest! y 
invite the attention of Congress to its absolute necessity 3 
that we cordially approve of the course of our able and 
patriotic Representative in relation thereto, and request him 


to persevere in urging the subject upon the attention of 
Congress and the Government. 


8. F. LESTOR, 
President Clesslend Board of Trade. 
ARTHUR H. QUINN, 

Secretary. 
And I have petitions without number from our 
people on the same subject. And if I have ac- 
quitted myself of the obligations which | owe to 
that honored constituency, I shall be content to 


leave the result to the good sense of the members 
of this House. 


79,146,240 acres, of 


England, and about equal to that of 


| on yesterday, but suppo 


peaker, I have about concluded the few | 


resolution is as | 


\} 


| by, directed to report to this Ek 


| several years pe 


| the finances of the country; 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. LE BLOND. Iask unanimous consent of 
the Elouse to make a statement personal to my- 


self, which will occupy but a few moments. 
No objection being made, the consent was given. 
Mr. LE BLOND. Mr. Speaker, | was aware 


that the question in reference to making a change 
in the Constitation would be taken up on yester- 
day. I wasalso aware thatseveral gentlemen had 
entered their names for the purpose of debating 
the proposition, and therefore I did not suppo 
that the vote would be taken upon that measure 
edthatit would be taken 
1 in the week 

Several gentlemen fro m my district having ar- 
rived here the night before, and being desirous of 
visiting the ninety-ninth and the one hundred and 
eighteenth Ohio revit 


ata late r pe rl1o 


9 nents, which were raised in 
my congressional ens of their members 
coming from my own cout unity and town, | went 
with those cent emen Lf st Ly, Supposing that 
the vote would not be ken at Ie t until to- day. 
Had I been here Tehoute have vote ‘d arainst that 


proposition. And lnowask tha it this House will 


vermit my vote to be so recorded, 
Mr. WILSON. I object 
Mr. STEVENS. I have too much regard for 


L 


the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Le Bionp] not to 
object, 
SERVICE ON COMMITTEE. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. LI rise to a priv- 
ileged question. [ask to be excused from ser- 
ving onthe 
against a 


select committee to investigate charges 
member of this House, [Mr. AnpDER- 
SON, ] on which : Ww as anpointed the other ds ly. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair forgot to bring 
this request to =< attention of the House. The 
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Brown] made 
this request upon Saturday last, when, by an or- 
der of this House, no bu could be 


iness consid- 


ered. If no objection is made the gentleman will 
be excused, 
Mr. Brown, of Wisconsin, was accordingly 


excused from service on said select committee. 


COMPENSATION FOR ENLISTED SLAVES 


Mr. CRESWELLasked unanimous consent to 
introduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is here- 
juse What compensation, if 
has been awarded in each of the several slave States 
represented in Congress to loyal persons to whoin colored 
volunteers, at the time of their enlistinent, owed service 
orlabor; and it noe nsation, or only partial compen 

sation, has that he turther report the reason or 
reasons roved February 24, 1564, so far as 
iLtreiates to competisation tor such culored volunteers 
not been executed. 


Mr. MORRIS, o 
NIAGARA SHIP C 


anv, 


ory 
been made, 
why the act ap 


, las 


r O) 110, objecte d. 
ANAL—AGAIN,. 


Mr. ARNOLD. Mr. Speaker, it is not my 
purpose to enter into a general discussion of the 


amendment which | have 
to the substitute } 


New York [Mr. 


had the honor to offer 
ed by the gentleman from 

Littiesonun] to this bill. For 
st the project of uniting the wa- 


ropos 
i 





ters of the Mississippi and the lakes has been be- 
fore Congress. ‘That project received the sanc- 
tion of the Committee on Military Affairs of the 


Thirty-Seventh Congress, and of other standing 

committees of this House. It came 

votes of passing this Llouse in the 

Congress, if l am not mistaken. 
, 

At the last session, owing to the condition of 

owing to the fact that 


within two 
Thirty-Se venth 


| at this time we were uns ile promptly to pay our 


soldiers in the field; 
upon the Treasury, | was compelled, reluctantly 
and against myown judgment, by the represen- 


owing to the severe drain 


| tations of those gentlemen on this floor whom | re- 


gard as the true friends of this measure, to con- 


| sent to its postponement. 


Time has shown, Mr. Speaker, that if this 
measure had passed two years ago we should to- 
day have had a ship-canal through which the pro- 
ductions of the West might have passed from the 
waters of the Mississippi into the lakes. ‘The 
work contemplated by th e bill providing for the 
enlargement of the Illinois and Michigan canal it 
WAS Suppose d could be constructed in two years, 
and if the bill had been passed during the Thirty- 


| Seventh raver ss there would have been to- -day 


a ship-canal through which steamers might have 
gone from the cities of New Orleans and St. Louis 
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| and various points along the Mississippi to Chi: 
cago. Owing to the condition of the Treasury 
and the pressure for money, the frie ‘nds of the 
Illinois and Michigan canal have consented to 
, modify materially the character of the bill which 
was before Congress at the last and to 
that modification Lask for a moment the attention 
of the House, because | believe that if members 
understand the ae of this work and the 
small amount which is asked by the friends of 
the measure, and will refleet for a moment upon 
the immense advantages in a military, commer- 
cial, and political point of view whi h are to re- 
sult from ats construction, I shall have 
port of a majority of this Hlouse in 
measure now pe nding. 
Mr. Speaker, the bi 
the consicde 


session, 


the sup- 
favor of the 


il,as originally ae sented to 


nof the ELouse, provided that this 
work should be built exelusively by oe United 
States. The estimated costof that work was, in 
round numbers, $13,500,000. Myown judgment 
is that that great work oughtto be constructed by 
the Government. My own judymentis that that 


great thoroughfare 
its branches and the great inland seas 
tinent, through which will pass a commerce larger 
in tonnage and ereater in value than the entire for- 
eign commerce of the country, ought to be made 
as free as the Mississippi or the St. 
But owing to the condition of the 
have thoueht it inexpedient at the 
to ask that the Federal Governmentshall of itself 
this work; and we only ask that the 

General Government shallatd the State of [linois 
to the extent of only $5,000,000, ind that on the 
condition that the State of Illinois will herself 
undertake to complete this work of dimensions 
such as will enable the Miss the 
from the 


runboats, 
attention of the 


tary Importance 


between t Mississippi and 


of the con- 


L, iwrence. 
finances, we 
nresent time 


construct 


issippi squadron, 

to pass if occasion re 
river into the lakes; and | ask the 
Hiouse for a moment to 
of this work. 

1 hold in my hand the annual reportof the Sec- 
retary of the Nav y, stating that to-day there are 
upon the Mississip pi and its tributaries 

| d lred vessels-of-w: ar, CArry 


urn 


the mili 


one hun- 
ying nearly five hundred 
guns and manned by fifty-five hundred sailors. 
‘These vessels have cost this Governmentn arly 
fitty million dollars. The Secretary of the Navy 
states to the American Congress that the enlarge- 
ment of the Illinois and Michigan canal will en- 
able those one hundred vessels-of-war to pass 
from the Mississippi to the lakes. [Task the at- 
tention of intelligent gentlemen of the House to 
the question whether this is not the cheapest way 
to defend the northern frontiexs You have 
day $50,000,000 of capital invested in the war 
steamers upon the and by an ex- 
penditure of $5,000,000 you willmake the iteapital 
of $. 50 000 O00 available for the defens of the 
northern frontier. You have there afloat five hun- 
dred guns, which can be 
rreat waters of the West 
expenditure of $5,000,000. 

The Secretary of the Navy goes on to say that 
many of these vessels are iron-clads; that in fresh 
water they willendure for many years. We know 
that they are unsuitable for ocean service; that if 
they should go into salt water they would last 
but a comparatively short tine. In view, then, 
of the fact that you have those vessels-of-war 
already constructed; In view of the fact that they 
are unavailable for ocean service; in view of 
fact that they will shortly become 
for the Mississippi and its tributaries, | ask gentle- 
men of this House, whatare you going todo with 
that $50,000,000 invested in vessels-of-war there 
on the Mississippi? Why, sir,it seems to me as 
clear as the noon-day sun that by no possible 
means can you invest $5,000,000 in a manner 
more judi clously than by expending it in the en- 


to- 


M lississip pl; 


transporte d 
Into the 


the 
an 


from 
lakes by 


the 
unnecessary 


largementof the Illinoisand Michigancanal. Un- 
der the provisions of this bill there is no danger 
that the expenditure will not produce the result 


mentioned. It provides foracontract between the 
State of Illinois and the Federal Government by 
which the State of Illinois undertakes, on her 


part, that she will herself enlarge the canal toa 
size and capacity ad: quate to float these vessels 
into the lakes upon the condition that she shall 
receive this sum of $5,000 000 to aid her im that 


work: that sum not all to be 


once, 


and advanced at 
Five hundred thousand dollars are to be ex- 


pended by the State for every $500,000 advanced 
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by the Federal Government, and so on in install- 
ments of $500,000 for every $500,000 expended by 
the State, until the $5,000,000 is expended. 

{ am aware thatthe construction of the Niagara 
ship-canal is presse d upon the consideration of 
this Llouse as a military measure, and, in my 
ju loment, there 1s great merit in it both asa mil- 
itary and commercial measure. But it will not 
escape the mitelligent attention of the members of 
the Llouse that such acanal will connect only two 
lakes—Lake Ontario and Lake Erie; while the 
Iilinois and Michigan canal will connect twenty 


thousand miles of the navigable waters of the | 


Mississippi and its tributaries with all the great | 


inland seas which lie in the center of our conti- 


nent. And it will also not escape the attention of 
members of the Elouse that when the Niagara 
ship canal shall have been constructed there is no 


vay of taking vessels-of-war into Lake Ontario 
unless you construct a canal from Lake Ontario 
to the Lludson river. {ft is not to be 
that a vessel-of-war will be 
from the Gulf of St. 


supposed 
permitted to come 
Lawrence and pass up the 
St. Lawrence under the guns of the forts of Que- 
bec and through the Lachine canals into Lake 
Ontario. The Llinois and Michigan canal will 
furnish a means by which these naval vessels al- 
ready in existence may be transported into all the 
lakes, and used, if occasion shall require, along 
the whole line of northern fronuer. 

Sir, there are two ways of defending that north- 
ern frontier: one by the construction of these ca- 
nais, and the introduction into the lakes of these 
naval vessels; or, otherwise, the construction of 


shore defenses. Committees of Congress are al- 


ready considering the propriety of appropriating | 


$10,000,000 for constructing land fortifications 
upon the frontier. A resolution has been adopted 
requiring a committee of the Senate to inquire and 
report whether itisexpedient for the Government 
to appropriate $10,000,000 for the purpose of com- 
nencing and carrying forward the shore defenses 
of the frontier. When you remember that the 
frontier is three thousand miles long; when you re- 
member the lakes aud rivers along which it passes; 
when you see that that line of frontier is greater 


h 


than the whole Atlantic coast; when you remem- | 


ber that $150,000,000 have been expended upon 


the defenses of the Atlantic shore in the construc- | 


tion of forts and fortifications, and the work still 
in progress, | ask gentlemen how far an appropri- 


ation of $10,000,000 will go in the erection of shore | 
defenses for the protection of the northern frontier. | 


Itappears to me perfectly clear that the true and 
most economical way of defending the northern 
frontier is to open these ship-canals, by which the 
naval forces of the country can be taken from the 
Mississippi into the lakes. It will not only give 


us the Mississippi squadron, but we have, among | 


the six hundred vessels afloat in the salt water, 
upon the Atlantic coast, many vessels built to run 
along the coast, to enter the baysand inlets, which 
in case of need could be taken up the Mississippi 
and through the canal into the lakes. 

This canal isalready advanced far toward com- 
pletion asaship-canal. The Federal Government 
at an early day aided in its construction bya grant 
of land. Those lands have been sold and the 


proceeds appropriated toward the construction of | 


that work. 
nois herself has expended between five and six 


In addition to that, the State of Illi- | 


million dollars on the work, and the excava- 


tion has been for much of the distance carried to 
the requisite depth and width to make it a ship- 
canal. Itis now only necessary that the work 
shall be completed which has already advanced 
far toward completion. Itonly requires now the 
carrying out of the original design, which was 


that of a ship-canal from the lakes to the Missis- | 


sippl. 

Looking at the matter in the light of economy, 
the Government of the United States will obtain, 
for an expenditure of $5,000,000, a canal which 
will have cost when it is completed more than 
twenty-five million dollars, This great work, so 
necessary as a military work, so economical as a 
means of defense to the northern frontier, costing 
$25,000,000, will be secured to the nation at an 
expenditure of $5,000,009, 

‘These, Mr. Speaker, are briefly some of the 
reasons Why L present this measure for the con- 
sideration af the Llouse, and ask for it a favora- 
ble consideration, as a military measure sunply, 


as & Measure necessary for the defense of the cours |, of pork or of beef, consumed in New England || gan canal. 


try; and, in that aspect, I trust, it will address 
itself to the minds of members on that side of the 
I{ouse who are not willing to embark in any gen- 
eral scheme of internalimprovement. Inthe first 
place, our northern frontier must be defended. 
We have arrived at that period in our history 
when ten million people living along the shores 
of the lakes and on the frontier must be heard. 
They have a right to be heard and protected. 
You have expended $150,000,000 on the Atlan- 
tic coast; you have erected fortifications along 
the sea-board to that amount; you have expended 
your hundreds of millions in the construction 
of avast Navy, a Navy superior to that of any 
nation ontheearth. lask gentlemen now to turn 
their attention to the northern frontier. You 
will see that the whole 
Gulf of St. Lawrence to Lake Superior is utterly 
and completely defenseless. ‘There is nothing 
there in the way of defense. I know that an 
American Congress will no longer permit this 
condition of things to exist. Congress must either 
commence the construction of a fleet for the lakes, 
and to that end make an appropriation of at least 
$10,000,000, or it must (and this I think wouid 
be far wiser and better) open this canal through 
which your vessels can be taken into the lakes. 
In this connection, Mr. Speaker, 1 will send 
to the desk, and ask to have read, an extract from 
the report of the Committee on Military Affairs 
made to the House, showing the reasons why 


that committee recommended the construction of 


this work. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


line of coast from the | 


“The firstadvantage of these canals to the United States 


would be, then, the avoidance of those otherwise unavoid 
ableevils. A second advantage would be tound in our 
ability to make one fleet answer fortwo. A third advan 
tage would be that we could build onthe Ohio, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Uitinois, Wudson, andalong the lines ofthe canals, 
free from all danger of attacks, and where labor and ma 
terials Would be abundant and cheap. A fourth advan 
tage would be equally decided: instead of being useless 
to the United States except on the lakes where built, the 
digging of canals would enable our vessels on the lakes, 
in ten days ctter the receipt of orders, to make their ap 
pearance at New Orleans or Mobile for naval movements 
in the West Indies, or at New York, to operate in the North 
Atlantic, two thousand miles further to the northeast. ‘The 
possession of a power to transfer a blockaded fleet by a sater 
inland route from New York to New Orleans or from New 
Orleans to New York, is of itself an incalculable advan- 
tage in times of war with a strong maritime Power. A 
fitth advantage might arise in this wise: should the British 
fleet winter at the naval depot, under the protection of the 
fortress, as its safety and convenience would dictate, our 
leet, long after the British fleet was ice bound, could pass 
down the Mississippi, and aid our forces in the Gulf of 
Mexico and Caribbean sea a third of the year, and yet be 
back to its station before the enemy could sail from its ice 
bound harbor. 

©The last advantage which your committee will name 
at this Lime is the facilities the canals would afford in umes 
of peace to agriculture, commerce, manutactures, and the 
mechanic arts. Practically the navigable channel of the 
Itudson is extended to the Mississippi. The steamship 
loaded at St. Paul, Omaha, St. Louis, Louisville, Mem 
phis, or Chicago, would transport tts thousand, fifteen lun- 
dred, or two thousand tons of produce to New York, Bos 
ton, or Philadelphia, or any other port on the entire coast, 


at the pleasure of its owners, and exchange it for every | 


fabric known tothe merchant and artisan, ‘This would in- 
fuse new vigor into all industrial pursuits, and benefit all 
portions of this greateountry, It is believed thatif eighty 

ton horse boats can afford to pay tolls high enough to sup 

port shallow canals, two thousand-ton steamboats, being 
subjected to less expense per ton, can afford to pay enough 
higher to support deeper canals of greater cost, especially 


considered in connection with the far larger amount of 


business the deepcanal could transact. They ought within 
a reasonable time to reimburse their first cost. Hence no 
reason is perceived from the money point of view why 
these exceedingly important military channels should not 
be dug.” 


Mr. ARNOLD. Now, Mr. Speaker, I desire 
to ask whether, in the present condition of the 


country, itis not the duty of every Statesman to 


provide for the defense of the northern fronter, 
and whether the time for doing so has not arrived. 
If it be so, | ask whether, when we have this fleet 


in the Mississippi, when the State of Illinois offers | 


to construct this work with the aid of $5,000,000, 


and to give the General Government the use of it | 
for the purposes of defense forever, we ought not | 


to give to this measure our support, and whether 
it ought not to become at once a law. 
Ido not propose, Mr. Speaker, to discuss at 


length the commercial importance of this canal. | 


I will only say, that it will connect more than 


twenty thousand miles of the navigable waters of 


the Mississippi and its tributaries with the great 
inland seas of North America. ‘There is not a 
loaf of bread, nor a bushel of corn, nor a barrel 
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or New York, that will not be cheapened by the 
opening of this canal. There is not a manufac- 
tured article of the East the price of which will 
not be lessened to the consumers in the valley 
of the Mississippi by the opening of this canal, 
There is notan acre of land lying between the 
western shore of Lake Michigan and the Rocky 
mountains that will not be very lergely enhanced 
in value by this canal. And all these benefits can 
be realized, independently of its military advan- 
tages, for an eXpenditure of some $5,000,000. 
Your generals in the field suggest to the Secre- 
tary of War a military expedition, and it is con- 
sidered a very small affair if it costs no more than 
thatsum. Here, then, is a proposition to secure 
military advantages so important to the defense 
of the country, and which will not be temporary 
in their character, but as permanent as the exist- 
ence of the Republic, for which you are called 
upon for an expenditure of only $5,000,000. 

I desire to call the attention of members of the 
ilouse from the sea-board to a fact which they 
sometimes overlook, it seems to me; and that is, 
that the nations against which they fortify their 
coasts are at a distance of three thousand miles 
across the ocean from them. Three thousand 
miles of ocean lie between themand any possible 
foe. And yet they tell us that, from the coast of 
Maine to Florida, they must have these expensive 
coast defenses. Not only that, but they ask us, 
year after year, toexpend money by fifties and 
hundreds of millionsin the construction and main- 
tenance of a Navy to defend them against an en- 
emy three thousand miles off. The northern front- 
ler is Within rife and cannon-shot distance of a 
foreign nation; and yet, all along that frontier the 
people, absorbed in their material progress and 
advancement, have not, up to the present time, 
asked or received the consideration of Congress 
in the way of preparing for its defense. And 
now, when George Saunders and his rebel asso- 
ciates in Canada have succeeded in disturbing, to 
some extent, the relations between the British 
provinces and the United States, when rebel em- 
issaries have gone into Canada and organized there 
raids against frontier towns, it is time that these 
questions should receive the grave and careful 
consideration of Congress. This House changed, 
the other day,its previous action in regard to the 
reciprocity treaty. At the last session of Con- 


' gress this Elouse voted against giving the notice 


to terminate thattreaty. ‘This session it voted to 
give the notice. ‘This change in the judgment of 
the Llouse is, no doubt, attributable to the action of 
rebel emissaries in Canada. Whatever may be 
the differences of opinion in reference to the ex- 


| pediency of terminating that treaty, all admit that 


in view of the preparations on the other side of 
the frontier the period has arrived when it be- 
comes us also to be prepared forall contingencies. 
Not that L believe we shall have difficulties with 
Great Britain, but the way to preserve peace is 
to be prepared for war. 

My friend from the Cleveland district of Ohio 


[Mr. Spacpine] has presented statistics showing 


the growth of the West. His argument was ad- 


| dressed mainly to the construction of the Niagara 


ship-canal. I regard the canal from the Missis- 
sippi to the lakes and the Niagara ship-canal as 
parts ofone greatsystem. Butit willbe obvious to 
every gentleman from the valley of the Mississippi 
that the Niagara ship-canal is comparatively value- 
less to all that region unless a ship-canal be also 


| opened from the Mississippi to the lakes. ‘To 
| Minnesota, to lowa, to western Wisconsin and 
| western Illinois, to Missouri, and to those new 


States that are rising up westward, the Niagara 
ship-canal cannot be of any possible use without 
a connection between the great father of waters 
andthe lakes. Ll hope that no action will be taken 
by the friends of the Niagara ship-canal which 
may be regarded as antagonistic to the great meas- 
ure of enlarging the Illinois and Michigan canal. 
I believe, as I said, that both works are part of 
one great system. I believe that they ought both 
to be constructed. I believe that, as a military 
measure and asa commercial measure, they ought 
to be constructed. Butif the condition of our 
finances is such that we can begin only one of 


| them now, then 1 submit that by the construc- 


tion of the Niagara ship-canal none of our war 
vessels can be taken into the lakes, as they can 


| be by the enlargement of the Illinois and Michi- 
By this latter work hundreds of our 
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yessels-of-war can be transferred from the Mis- 
sissippi and its tributaries to the lakes. Itisa 
work of imme diate military hecessily. I trust 








friends of the N 
step nor indicate any acuon 
that will place them in antagonism to the enlarge- 
ment of the Illinois and Michigan canal. 

In regard, Mr. Speaker, to the importance of 
this canal, so far as . vards the commercial aspects 

he q iestion, | appe al to the State of New York, 
I appeal to New England, and Lask the Repre- 
sentatives of that section, whether they are not 
willing that the Treasury shall pay to the extent 
of $5,000,000 to enable the products of the great 
West to be poured in upon New York and New 
England. lask the Representatives of New Eng- 
la id Ww he the r, when the y can cheapen the price 
of every loaf of bread consumed in their manufac- 
tories, they will refrain from voting this sum of 
$5,000,000, for the benefit of their own secuon 
and of all sections of the country. I ask the votes 
of members from the Northwest; from lowa, and 
M These two reat sec- 


therefore, that the agara ship- 


canal will take no 


Vlissouri, and Minnesota. 
tions will be bound together forever by this canal. 
J ask members to give us these great commercial 
advantages, and thus bind the East and West 
togcther forever. 

I will ask the Clerk to read an extract from a 
letter of Edward Everett on the subject of this 
canal, showing how that distinguished statesman 
reg irded 

‘The Clerk read, as follows: 

‘1 know of no public work, within the limits of the 
United States at all comparable in importance witha com 
munication like that proposed between the Atlantic and 
ssippi. The resources of the West are boundless 
in the intaney of their development; nature has 

two great sections of the country, Last aud West, 
sost intimate aid mutually beneficial relations with 
each other Much has already been done 
pathways, to Which the hand of the 





to ¢ pen those 
Almigity Engineer has 
pointed the way, and nothing is wanted to complete the 


work bulan ap ypriat 


}} priation Of tue re 


ources Of the country 
W hh, With reference tothe linportanee of the objects to be 
promoted, ought not, however considerable in itsels, t 
ion a moment’s hesitation.’ 


Mr. ARNOLD. Asthe Speaker of this House 
is engaged in the duties of the Chair, and as I 
have in my hand an argument from him in favor 
of this work, | will ask the Clerk to read it, SO 
thatthe Speaker n ny not find it necessary to leave 
his posit: on in the c hair and repeat his argument 
here on the floor r the House. 

‘The Clerk read, follows: 


oo0cca 


“The great enlarged canals, er 
sippi trom West to East, will stre 


the sea-board and the frontier 


ting another Missis 
nythen the bond between 
,and give to that fervid pa 
triotisia Which declares that the whole Union must remain 

tect forever the potential aids of commercial policy and 
ndustrial interest. 

*The nationalso will reapa rieh pecuniary reward from 
the completion ot this great enierprise ; but l can glance 
{ly at but one or two points. When the shipment 
produce, by the sale of which the firmer lives, from the 
frontier to the Ocean Costs One third to one half, and even 
Uiree fourths, of the whole amount realized for it when it 


reacies ie Wihirl, Lire produce 





rs ust neeessarily be puor 
customers forall these goods by the duties on which our 


"Treasury is ina large degree replenished 3 but with the 
by the broad artificial 








eost of transit reduced, as it will be 
river to the sea which you contemplate, the prosp 


rity 





oOug our Agriculiurisis which will tollow will be felt in 


that result outhe ‘Treasury receipts which can be predicted 
With such unerring certainty again, 

“When the United States tax assessor computes the 
invoice of the farmer, and values the corn at ten or twenty 

uts per bushel, be can find but tew that will be required 
to aid the Treasury Ao on their surplus proiit 

“But with the We t. by deerease di costot transportation, 
brought in prices so much nearer the East, the increased 


taxes on the increased wealth resulting trom your improve- 


nent Will indicate its Wisdom even as a peculuary livest 
ment.’ 


Mr. ARNOLD. Mr. Speaker, a moment’ 
reflection on the resu Its to be realized by the ex- 
penditure of this money, the military, commercial, 
and politi val results, will remove ever y objection 
which could remain in the mind of any member 
to this proposition. 

Why, sir, when this work shall have been en- 
larged you will have from the city of St. Louis 
to the city of Chicago a river greater in capacity 
for commercial purposes than the Mississippi 
from St. Louis to New Orleans. When it is re- 
membered what an amountof treasure and of life 
has been sacrificed—no, not sacrificed, but ex- 
pended, necessarily expended, in reopening the 
Mississip ypi—and when it ts seen that agreat river 
for commerce, equal in im portance, 








can be ob- 


THE 


tained by the expenditure of this small sum of | 


money, f trust that no gentleman will hesitate to 
give this measure his support. 


| 


} 
' 
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It may be said that the present railways 
adequ ite to carry off the surplus product sof the 
Northwest. ‘This is entirely a mistake. ‘I'he 
Northwest pays to the New 
canals and to the Pennsylvania railways more 
than $30,000,000 per annum for the transportation 
of her products to the sea-board; bi 
railways and canals are entirely inadequate to 
carry off the surplus products of the West. 

Now we of the West know, and this Elouse 
knows, that itis no unusual thing for the corn 
crown there to be used for fuel because of the 
expense of transporting thatcorn to the sea-board. 
We know that for months in the year the present 


are 
York raiiways and 


itall of those 


means of transportation are ull rly nade puate to 
carry forward our teeming products to market. 
Upon this subject | will ask the Clerk to read 
a Statement made by an intelligent gentleman of 
my State, showing the need of this work asa 
means of transportation. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 





“ Nine tenths of the products of [linois gr 
lines of ratiways constructed within th 
and upon which over three fourths of the 


Wh neartive 
hist Mtleen year 


I populationob tive 
State reside, ive hitherto Lforwarded to Caustern mi 
kets. If the southern trade was resumed atonce it woul 


doubtless, be found at the close of navigation next vear that 
mx Will be leitin the country solely 


irom t Waul ol ti i i the periods ¢ navigation 
of the lakes and canal to Ward the surplus.’? 
* * * ‘ te * * 

© This food-] lucing¢ t houldhave re ne 
tion with the conmer i rests of the East and of bi 
rope by a national i V fiberol the na mabwealth 
ind prosperity will | y ed reby. The harvests 
from our praintes Will douole ur foreigu exports whent 


grain is poured out 


i idly as it can be furnished even 
by our present population, 


‘Within five year tert construction of aship-canal 
from the Erie tow Hau nh, A hece iry OUULECL frome thie 
lakes to the sea, the ex} ts grain fr in Chicago alone 
may safely be estimated at two hundred million b 


* Por two or three years past we have had as nef equ 


to ten tines our local Watts, aud vastly be var 
' 


city of the canal or railroads to take away ‘I t anil 


cost and 


yO 
delays of transportation at ygreat that the farmers reap 
are Wasted, 
ig in thisabundance, whichis wanted evervwhere 


no fitting reward for theirindustry. Their ere p 
und, livi 


else, th y are poor, and need tie comtorts and luxuries of 
lite. Single-handed they cannot remedy this evil Por aid 
they must look to the national resources. ‘The work is of 


national importance, and must add immensely to the na 
tional wealih.’? 


Mr. ARNOLD. Ido not propose tocontinus 
this discussion. I merely desire to call! the atten- 
tion of the Llouse to a few additional facts indt- 

‘ating the ray id growth of the West, then I will 
yi ld the floor to others. 











The following statement was prepared by a 
member of the Board of ‘Trade of Chicago, and 
L believe is correct: 

Statement of the e iJ ’ yn, luther, salt s 
woo , OF Lire f ( » forthey re aM 
1, leia 

Value 

a eee eT Tee 1,64 barrel s 935 

We GRRi Scena bane dones bushels | | 

GONE 5060 diwves :<eees t ( ] ¥ 

Oat 1h. ; 66 OS 147 
: " : ‘ ey 

t " 14g ] 
ADeseses Ceeees senses - “s 19 foal 
( JU , 

Reduce the flour to bushels, makes 68,740,835 

bushels of cereal 
Tlogs. 

RONUOOGS. 65 Ja eW JetebS oa denne sedsees 1,677,757 

Pax sad io ahiewes ca dadann cern s&ios 104,659 

Value Of the pork producto. oc cccccccessvsess 33,535,140 

Beef 

CASEI TOCOIV ED os dia cencensccconedd head 

Packed EsCOROhnceoa cv ves ess j ) é 

Value Of Cattle products <s.c.csss.c00e0 cece oo | ) ) 

Li 
} ] feet 
: { ’ ° 
172.361. 872 
(‘hieago ace 6.971.000 
l ) 
2 372.1 

CORR css06 . 204 226500 

Salt, not including 7,019 
tons used by packers... 775.3514 barrels 10 

BsGet Mess buas bvanvess : 29 packagea ) 

High wines, not made in 
CAUICBEO cuss oscaecewes 137.947 barrels 4,965,092 

The values of high wines, flour, malt, &c., 
manufactured in Chieago are not included 
in the foregoing statement. 

Aggregate value of foregoing products........ 134 id 

Estimated value of er s, machin igri 
cultural implements, &C.... cece cece ‘aa naa he 990 

©1477 ‘ } 


The gentleman who has furnished the above || 
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figures, and who is an intelligent member of the 
Board of Trade, states that, tak 
Kebru aryand March to be the same as last year, 
the year ending April, 1865, will be 


i the months of 


as follows: 


Flour and grain....,. ; Cth enun caste seo u tune Se 
Cattle in beeves Ce eeevevacceecseeescunesces |} GONEe 
FCOR Mi RONG 6 6s as os ce Geades baeschenene BO 100 
oo) ee - nica RhéN ae eRee a kcuadiich Gabe 1 600,000 
Packed in Chicago........ Gee seii'omtan ahaa 720,000 


It is now domonstrated that C 
largest grain, beet, 
the world. 


licavo is the 
pork, and lumber market m 


Illinois has paid to the Commi meroft faternal Revenue, 
is taken trom his returns, the tWeive months ending June 
Sa neenk cabana see vO gnacésudes «+ SLL ol, lot 
Six of her ter States have paid follow 
ee 1,24 0 
M iva 1 ¢ ’ 
Wi Mica clenewedey l hoo 
I eet cud co weee we onwede hTY SY 
DALMNCGUS oins onc Gssenw exnvdircosan Li 12 
FRG 6640 Se euseeweeenencesewe ] ; 


& 400 083 


83,414.066 


is given to the Government the past 
year nearly twelve million dollars, and $3,414,066 
more than six of her sister States in the West. 

The beautiful quarries of what is called the 
Athens marble are situated on the line of and are 
quarried out of the bed of the canal, and lie along 
iis banks within thirty miles of Chicago, 

The valley of the Iilinots alone, when all put 
under cultivation, can easily produce more corn 
oe is now raised in the ahaa State. ‘The crop 
of corn of 1864 will not fall far short of two hun- 
dred million bushels. 

Now, when military advantages so imports int 
as those which have been stated, and when com- 
mercial results so vast, can be obtained by an ex- 
penditure of less than half of the amount which 
lilinois alone contributes to the public Treasury 
in one year, | trust this Hlouse will not hesitate 
to vote for the amendment which I have offered. 
‘Thatamendment, | think, contains every possible 
safeguard that the nation will secure the advan- 
tages of the ship-canal by this expenditure; or if 
any gentleman is not satisfied of that fact, | shall 
be glad to so modify my amendment as to pro- 
vide sufficient security that this 





expenditure of 
$5,000,000 will be so used as will secure the con- 
struction of the 
pacity proposed. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I propose 
to occupy the attention of the Llouse for a few 
minutes while | present a few 
which w induce me to 
ment, 


canal of the dimensions and ca- 


considerations 
support this amend- 
‘The importance of the work proposed in 
the original billisone which has impressed itself 
upon the country for years. So far back as 1836 
unengineer was apy ome d by the G vernment to 
make surveys and estimates for this work. But 
for divers reasons the Congress of the United 
States passed over what | conceive to be, and 

have been at all times, a work of national impor- 
tance in a military as well as in a commercial 
pomtof view. From 1836 to the present time its 





importance has been magnified every year. In 
acommercial point of view its importance has 
been tnereasing with fearful rapidity, until to-day 
s home upon every member of this Llouse 
a constituency that either produces or 
consumes the } roducts of the vreat Northwest. 
I shall not detain the House by speaking of the 





! pid development of that portion of our coun- 
try. ‘The statistics and the history of the coun- 
try are full of facts which ought to have great 


weight in determining this question. We are 
improving what a few years ago was a wilder- 
ness, Weare not only supplying our own wants 
we are not only raisir o a surplus of provisions to 
supply the wants of the manufacturing ar 
produc ing States of this 


ing as 


"9 


non- 
Union, but we are rats- 
cd the starving millions of the 
r had lines of transportation 
opened by means of which we might rea 
markets. What we need, and what we mustand 
will have, in one way or another, 1s 
well as re 


ul plus 


to fee 
world if we only 
’ 


ch those 


certain as 
sonable tran rtation for our prod- 


uct I repe at, What the svorthiwe need ’ and 
what the Northwest must Iwill have, is a cer- 
tauln as well as reasona means of transporting 


ee to the markets of the world. 
» Ilo has already been shown by sta- 
oan that omuey year there are left over mil- 
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lions of bushels of our grain that fails to reach 
markets for want of transportation, and those 


who have taken the trouble to look into the 
charges and tariffs and infiictions and exorbitant 
exactions that are made upon the producers of 


the West by what few lines of transportation 
exist by means of which we are to reach the At- 
Jantic coast, cannot fail to be impressed with the 
importance of a reformation in this regard, by 
opening up another channel that will not only 
give us a certainty of reaching the markets, but 
give us the power of reaching themat reasonable 
charges. 

I have taken some pains to look into the tariff 
of charges IMpose d by the various transportation 
companies from the East to the West, and it does 
seem to me thatif members of this Llouse would 
devote e half hour of their valuable time to in- 
vestivating this question they could not fail to 
feel the force of the reasons that | propose to urge 
foropening upanother great thorought ire between 
the Kast and the West. From the city of Chicago 
to the cityof New York we are charged the enor- 
mous tax of thirty-six dollars upon every ton of 
freight that passes over the present lines. Upon 
every bushel of wheat that passes over those lines, 
according to their pre sent rates, we have to pay a 
tax of ninety-eizht cents to get it to an eastern 
market. Upon every bushel of corn, one of the 
great staplesofthe Northwest, thecharges amount 
to $1 20; upon every bushel of rye the charges 
are $1 00,9,; upon every bushel of oats $1 15; 
upon every barrel of flour $3 65; and upon every 
barrel of pork $4 40. When you add to these 
charges the commissions which we have to pay, 
itis wonderful that they do not amount to an en- 
tire blockade; and it would, were it not the fact 
that the men who deal in those articles in the East 
are compelled to purchase for their own support. 

Until a recent period we in the Northwest, in 
the absence of ordinary fuel, have burned our 
corn in our grates and our stoves, finding that 
cheaper fuel than the products of the mine and 
the spoils of the forest. The cost of transporting 
those products was so great that we found it 
cheaper to burn the product of our fields. What 
we want are facilities for reaching the markets of 
the world; some line of communication that will 
enable us to reach the Atlanticcoast with the prod- 
ucts of the West, without paying those enor- 
mous exactions of the railroad and canal compa- 
nies. | am aware that | will be met with the 
answer from some gentlemen here that it is the 
true policy of the Government to allow States 
and individuals to control these matters, But 
that is an objection which does not apply to the 
measure under consideration, for the reason that 
there is no hope of any one of the States of this 
Union building this great line of communication 
between the lakes and the St. 
the State of New York, which has done mach in 
that respect, willnotmake the exertion. She will 
very certainly not build a canal which will carry 
our products away from her great metropolis in 
their transit tothe Adantic. She prefers to hold us 
at her merey, and compel us to transport our prod- 
ucts over her railroads and through her canals. 
Hlenee | repeat that we can have no reasonable 
hope or expectation that the State of New York 
willengage in this work, though | know that the 
liberality of her cxizens—at any rate, of a por- 
tion of her Representatives—will aid us in ena- 


bling the General Government to accomplish this | 


great work. 

Mr. Speaker, within the last two or three years 
we have not only been taxed enormously to get 
our surplus products to market, but we have had 
no certainty as to the ume of getting them to 
market, What gives value to produce, what gives 
remuneration to those who till the soil, who pro- 
duce the breadstuffs, is a certainty, not only as to 
the price to be received, butas to the time of reach- 
ing market. We have not hadthis. Those who 
have traveled over the lines of communication be- 
tween the Northwest and the city of New York, 
and whose attention has been called to the sub- 
ject, have observed at the important depots and 
way stations along the line immense quantities of 
produce thrown outof the cars on its transit from 


the West to the East to await the convenience of 


the railroad companies to carry it on to its desti- 
nation in the city of New York. Now, Mr. 
a : ° . 

Speaker, these delays, this uncertainty as to the 


Lawrence, because | 


depreciate them in value, and injure toa largeextent 
the vreat commercial and aericultaral interests of 
the Northwest, the producing section of this coun- 
try. Why is it that Europe will not purchase her 
breadstutfs from this country? Why is 1 that shi 
looks to the Baltic for her wheator her flour? It 
is not because she can purchase more cheaply there 


| than we can furnish her; itis simply because the 


i 
merchant of Liverpool or London knows that 


when he makes his purchase at the Baltic he ean 
calculate with a reasonable degree of certainty as 


| to the time at which the produce purchased will 


| reach Liverpool. 


Do you say that he could cal- 


| culate with the same degree of certainty if he 


would purchase produce in New York? Ladmit 


| that he could; but when he engages with a New 


Mr. Speaker, how long those Canadian 
u 


York merchant to furnish him a cargo of flour, 
that New York merchant must look to the West 
for the cargo, and he is unable to inform his British 
corre sponde nt as to the time at which the cargo 
will be re ady to leave the port of New York, 
owing to the difficulties of transportation between 
the West and the East. ‘The British merchant 
could buy his produce in New York as cheaply 
as he could buy it at the Baltic, if it were there, 
or if he had a reasonable certainty that it would 
be there upon a particular day. 

I repeat, that it is only by the want of reasona- 
ble certainty in the transportation from the West 
to the East that we lose a valuable market in 
Europe for our breadstuffs. Why}sir, it is a fact 
that flour can be shipped more cheaply from San 
Francisco to Europe by water than itean be from 
the city of Chicago. Why? Simply because our 
lines of communication are not sufficient to meet 
the wants of commerce. 

jut it may be said that it would be a wasteful 
expenditure of money to engage in this work now; 
that Canada is opening up lines of communica- 
tion, which, in addition to those on our own soil, 
we can use in reaching the European markets. 
lines of 
communication will be open to of us 
know. The Conere ss of the United States, Inthe 
exercise of their judgment, have seen fit to term- 


S none 


| inate the commercial treaty between the United 
| States and Great Britain; and how long we shall 


| disturbed, the Canadians will be any more 


be permitted to use the Canadian roads or canals 
on reasonable terms no man can tell. Itis not 
to be supposed that, with our former relations 

lentent 
to us in affording us facilities for transportation 
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than will be the transporting companies upon our | 


own soil, What, then, do we need? 
must we have? 


What, then, 


L repeat, asufficientas well asa 


| certain outlet forthe products of the West to the 


as soon as that is done, 


markets of the world, 

It is sometimes ai ened against the expenditure 
of money for the purpose of this canal, that so 
soon as this war closes the Mississippt will be 
again opened to the agricultural products of the 
Northwest; and that the rates of transportation 
will be cheapened between the East and the West 
I admit that there is 
some force inthatargument. The probability is 
that if the navigation of the Mississippi was 


| opened to us we would be able to reach some of 


the markets of the world with some portion of 
our products at a cheaper rate than we now do. 
Butin my judgment the surplus products of the 
Northwest are too great ever to find a remunera- 
tive market through the channel of the Missis- 
sippl; that we are compelled to look for a market 


tothe East and to Europe; that our lines of trans- | 
| portation must be from the West to the Easteither | 
through the St. Lawrence to tide-water, or else 


through the canals and over the railroads of the 
State of New York. 
It is true that when we had but a few sur- 


| plus bushels of grain in the great Northwest, and 
| the Mississippi was unobstructed, we could find 


a market along the coast and at New Orleans for 
that small surplus. But the products of the great 


Northwest have so rapidiy increased that, were | 
we at peace to-day and the Mississippi river open, | 


that river would not afford a tithe of the markets 
necessary to consume our surplus, 

lt may be argued that in times like these the 
Government ought not to involve itself in the ex- 
penditure of the money necessary for the comple- 
tion ofthis work. Why, sir, it is for the interest 
of the Government to make liberal expenditures, 
if by making such expenditures it places a great 


' substance, 
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her to aid in carrying through this war and meet 
the Government envagements. It has alread, 
been shown by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr, 
Spatpine] that the opening of this line of com- 
munication would be worth to every farmer in 
the West, who raises a bushel of grain for sale, 
the sum of five cents per bushel—enough in the 
course of a very short period to indemnify the 
country for the expense of the construction of 
this work, 

Now, sir, I have not within my reach statis- 
tical information sufficient to approximate any- 
thine like an accurate statement of the amountof 
the immense surplus of the Northwest; but I have 
a statement of the Board of Trade of the city of 
Chicago, embracing the period from 1560 to 1864, 
showing the amount of shipments of western 
grain from thatport alone. It will be found upon 
examination that for those four years Chicago 
alone shipped of western grain, including flour, 
2,904,125 bushels. If that one port ships thut 
quantity, what must have been the amount sent 
out from other cities along the lake shore, as we}l 
as those towns and cities in the interior which 
have been furnishing through other routes of 
transportation their surplus grain? 

In addition to this, in the year 1864 the city 
of Chicago received and shipped from her port 
701,854 head of hogs, and 179,525 head of beeves. 
‘This does not include nearly 1,000,000 hogs and 
beeves which were slaughtered and packed in the 
city of Chicago, and which must ultimately find a 
market on the sea-board over our present limited 
lines of transportation from the West to the East, 

In view of these considerations, | ask if Con- 
eress can more wisely invest or loan its credit 
to the extent of ten or fifteen million dollars, than 
in Opening a line of ship communications with 
the lakes of the Northwest and the Atlantic coast, 
for the purpose of opening up to these immense 
vranaries of the West a line of communication 
cheap and certain, by which theirsurplus products 
may reach the markets of the world ? 

What I have said with reference to the import- 
ance of this work as a line of cheap and certain 
communication of the products which go from 
the West to the Eust applies with equal foree to 
that which we have to receive in return for our 
And on this point Lean speak with 
more confidence, for | have in some small degree 
been made to feel for the last three or four years 
the necessity of a certain as well as a cheap com- 
munication between the Westand the East. Sir, 
our western people look to New York and New 
England for the fabrics and merchandise which 
they need; and they and the business men of the 
West are made to feel with great force and power 
the necessity of some more certain as well as cheap 
communication between the East and the West. 

Sir, a western merchant, when he makes his 
purchases in New York, cannot calculate with 
any degree of certainty upon receiving atthe West 
a cargo of goods purchased in New York in less 
than thirty days. Well, time in these business 
transactions is money, and the customers of the 
merchant have to pay for the loss of time. It is 
no uncommon thing for a bale of merchandise, 
between New York and IIlinois, to be detained on 
the way for sixty or ninety days, and when we 
inquire the reason we are told by the transporta- 
tion companies that they are so crowded that itis 
impossible for them to get the goods through in 
less time. 

Some two or three years ago the merchants of 
the West induced men who were able to do so to 
organize a merchants’ express, with a view to the 
speedier and more certain transportation of mer- 


| chandise from the East to the West than is pos- 


sible over the ordinary lines of transportation. 
But that merchants’ express has found in its way 
the same difficulties that lie in the way of the 
canals and railways between the two sections of 
the country; and to-day we have no more cer- 
tainty that we can receive a bale of goods in Illi- 
nois from New York in less than sixty or ninety 
days than we had over the ordinary lines of trans- 
portation, he 

I repeat, that just as you open more facilities 
for reaching the markets of the world, justas you 
increase the number of lines of transportation, you 
cheapen the cost of the transportation of our grain 
from the West to the East, and of the merchandise 
that we of the West need from the East to the 


time at which our products will reach the market, || section of the country in a condition to enable || West. 
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| 
In making these remarks, I have left out of | 


view entirely the military aspects of this question. || 


I leave them to those who are better able to dis- 
cuss them, asd who have devoted more time to 
the subject than I have been able to do. Ina 
commercial point of view alone it is a subject 
which commends itselfto the consideration of the 
House with great force, and in my view, with 
such force thatno man who desires the prosperity 
ef both the East and West can fail to give his sup- 
port to it, offering to us, as it does, the only cer- 
tain and speedy line of communication between 
the agricultural regions of the great Northwest | 
and the Atlantic ocean. 
I have already occupied more of the time of the 
House than I designed doing when | rose, and | 
will now yield the floor to others who may see fit | 


because, in these times, we not only have latitu- | 


dinarian constructions of the Constitution, but we 
have openand palpable disregard of its plain pro- 
visions and principles. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, if, as gentlemen have 


stated, the object of this bill were simply to fa- 


| cilitate commerce, to cheapen the transit of mer- 


|| chandise, to open communication from one sec- 


tion of the country to another, for the advantage of 
either or both, 1, with my ideas of the restriction 


which the Constitution places on the powers of 


| Congress, would be obliged to give my vote in 


the negative. But, in my opinion, there are other 
reasons why we should vote, not only for the 


| Niagara ship-canal, but why we shouldalso vote 


to participate in this discussion. 1 


Mr. SHROUSE. Mr. Speaker, as a member 
of the committee which reported this bill, 1 was 
at first disposed to oppose it, but [ have changed 
my views upon the subject,and am entirely con- 
vinced that it will be a publicimprovement of the 
greatest benefit and advantage to our country, to | 
the commercial and agricultural interests of the 
East and of the West. 

Asa Representative from the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, | was at first inclined to oppose this meas- 
ure, believing that it might, to some extent, in- 
terfere with the public improvements already in 
existence. Upon an examination, however, of 
its route, its location, and the connecting links, 
I find that not only are the States of the West 
and New York and New England to be benefited 
and advantaged by it, butalso the great Keystone 
State. By means of our network of railways and 
egnals we shall be brought into communication 
with this work, and the products of the West can 
be brought to tide-water, not only at the city of 
New York but also to the port of Philadelphia, 
by means of our great network of railways and 
canals which will place us directly in communi- | 


in favor of the proposition of the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Arnnoxp,] to makea like appropri- 
ation for the enlargement of the canals of that 
State. There can be no question but that the 
foreign relations of this country are in a condition 
where we are warranted in doing all that we can 
to protect ourselves. ‘There can be 
the fact that the foreign relations of the Gover 
ment of the United St ites, with one or 
not more, of the nations of Europe, are certainly 
threatening, to use no stronger language. ‘They 
warrant the Government of the United States in 
doing everything that it can to put itseif in a po- 
sition of defense so that it can maintain the honor 
of the country and protect its interests, 


It has been stated this morning that, as we now 
stand, if there were any international difficulty 
on the borders of our country there are no means 
in our power to send a fleet of war vessels from 
Lake Erie to Lake Ontario. We have already 
viven the notice to England to terminate the re ‘I- 
procity treaty. Therefore, in case of hostilities 
with England or with Canada, we would be cut 
off from any advantage by the Welland canal, and 


| from any advantage on the Canadian side of the 


cation with this great national work. | 


L look upon this matter, Mr. Speaker, from a 
double stand-point: first, as a question of commerce 
and business, and second, as a military work, in 
case of necessity. In both those aspects, | think, 
the measure must commend itself to every one 
who will examine the question, and who will as- | 
certain the necessity of having a ship outletatthat 
point. 

I make these remarks, Mr. Speaker, because | 
believe that every Representative here is inter- 
ested in the extension of our public works of in- 
ternal improvement. We ought to foster and 
sustain every improvement of this kind. The 
amount asked for in this bill is small. I believe 
itis only $6,000,000. The Government is not 
even asked for a direct appropriation of this 
amount, but for a loan of its credit, with the most 
perfect indemnity for its certain repayment. And 
even if it were never to be repaid, I believe that 
the public treasure of the United States belongs 
to the people at large, and that we, as their Rep- 
resentatives, have a right to say that so much 
money shall be expended, orso much credit given, | 
for the benefit of the whole country. I trust that 
members will take a national view of this matter, 
and divest themselves of all narrow ideas and of 
all local prejudices, and that they will vote fora 
bill which will be, undoubtedly, of the greatest 
advantage toevery part of our Union. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Mr. Speaker, the 
proposition before the Llouse appears to be to 
make a canal around the falls of Niagara, and 
also to widen certain existing canals in the State 
of Illinois. The arguments advanced this morn- 
ing that the House should vote an appropriation 
of the credit of the United States in aid of those 
enterprises appear to be addressed to us altogether 
on commercial grounds, The several gentlemen 
who have advocated this bill (and no one has yet 
spoken against it) place their arguments, as I un- 
derstand, altogether on the necessity of improv- 
ing those means of inter-communication so as to 
cheapen the transit of merchandise and to facilitate 
commerce. Now, if | supposed that that wasthe 
object, and the exclusive object, of these measures, 
I could not givethem my vote. I know, sir, that 
thetime has passed when the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States troubled itself about the powers of Gov- 
ernment. I know thata legislator is looked upon 


lakes. In my judgment it is important, ay, sir, 
it is indispensable, that weshould have the phys- 
ical means to take our vessels from one lake to 
another. We might, for instance, as the matter 
now stands, have a large fleet of gunboats upon 
Lake Erie, but we could have no means of trans- 
porting those boats from Lake Erie to Lake On- 
tarlo; and however large our marine armament 
might be upon one of those lakes, it would be of 
no service upon the other lake or to our coasts 
on the borders of those lakes. It therefore does 
seem to me, from this consideration alone, that 
the House should pass not only the appropria- 


; ion in reference to the Niagara ship-canal, but 


also the one for the improvement of the Illinois 
ship-canal. 

Mr. Speaker, before the final vote is taken upon 
this bill | would suggest to the honorable eentle- 


| man, my colleague [Mr. Lirrtesoun}] who has 


almostas an antiquarian, who doubts the power of |. Sas . 
Congresson the subject of internal improvements, || as the great Northwest. I hope I have as few || should come here not to legislate for New Eng- 


charge of this bill, the propriety of so modifying 
or amending it in the appointment of engineers, 
without naming them, as to give one to the Gov- 
ernment, one to the corporation proposed to be 
created, and one to the State of New York. I 
suggest to him that that amendment would better 
secure the object he hasin view, and would prob- 
ably facilitate the progress of the work. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Mr. Speaker, section one, 
article eight, of the Constitution provides that 
Congress shall have the power to provi le for the 
veneral welfare of the Unite d State From that 
article alone, independent of any military ext- 
rencies, or military powers of the Government 
or of Congress, | deem that Congress has full 


power to make this appropriation; not only for 


iO 


the building of the ship-canal around the falls of 


Niagara, but for enlarging the [linois canal so that 
gunboats or other Government transports can be 
transferred from the Mississippi river to Lake 


Michigan, and from thence by the lakes and 


through the proposed canal around the falls of 


Niagara into Lake Ontario; and that, under the 
same provision of the Constitution, Congress has 
the further power to improve the rapids of the 
Mississippi river in which my friends from lowa 
are so much interested, 

Lam in favor of no niggardly, picayune policy. 
I am against squandering the public money; but 
Iam in favor of developing this great country, 
whether that country is embraced within the lim- 
its of the State of New York or the limits of the 
State of Illinois, or the limits of the State of lowa, 
or anywhere within the limits of what is known 


no doubt of 


two, if 
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local prejudices as any one. 


Iam in favor of the 
development of the whole country, and I am in 
favor of the strong arm of the Government lend- 
ing itself to the heroism and the patriotism and 
the energy of the people to develop the whole 
country and provide for the gene ral welfareof the 
people there of. 

No man in his senses can doubt that this is a 
proposition looking to the improvement of the 
condition of the country; and this proposition to 
construct a canal around the falls of Niagara, and 
to enlarge the Illinois ship-canal, is calculated ma- 
terially to improve the whole country, and espe- 
cially New England, New York, and Pennsylva- 
nia,as well as Ohio, Michigan, llinois, lowa, and 
the other States composing the grand Northwest. 
And how will itimprove the condition of the peo- 
ple of New England? 1 insist that the people of 
New England are as deeply interested as the people 
of Illinois and the entire Northwest in the enlarge- 
ment of this Hlinois canal. They are not exclu- 
sively but essentially a manufacturing people. 
‘They have grown rich; I do not envy them their 
riches, ‘They occupy a grand and glorious posi- 
tion inthis country, and | rejoice in that position, 
Let them eo on with their manufacturing; let them 
supply the country with cloths; let them supply 
our Army and the people with shoes; let them sup- 
ply us with guns and with ordnance of every kind. 
Let them go on and make their needles and pins, 
their sewing machines and steam engines. Let 
them go on tn this prosperous career of industry ; 
and jet us of the Northwest be the great producers, 
and furnish them with corn, wheat, flour, and pork. 
Let us give them these products of the soil; and, 
atthe same time they are gaining wealth by their 
manufactures, let us also be permitted to reap the 
benefits of our own industry and our own energy 
in furnishing them food at a cheap, or,atleast, a 
reasonable cost of transportation, 

It has been said, but I will not refer particu- 
larly to the statistics, that the great Northwest 
produces to-day tenfold the amount of surplus 
produets that can find an outlet to the sea-board 
by the present means of transportation. Yet 
we are to-day but in our infancy. Illinois alone 
can produce corn and wheat enough to feed the 
entire population of the United States, and then 
have a surplus for Great Britain. 

We have, sir, an area of fifty-seven thousand 
square miles, and almost every square mile is 
susceptible of cultivation, But, sir, it is useless 
for us to go onand fill our granaries with un- 
counted millions, unless we can findan outlet for 
thay grain. We can find this outlet; we can sup- 
ply the great demand that will come to us from 
iurope and from New England, if we can but 
have this channel of commerce opened, that we 
may send our surplus products to those who need 
them and demand them. But now we are abso- 
lutely robbed by these systems of railroads run- 
ning from the West to the East. They place 
upon our products their own tariff, compelling 
us to pay whatever amount of freight they may 
determine, and we are powerless to resist it. 
‘There is so much more to be transported than 
they all can possibly transport that there is no 
competition between the lines of communication 
from Chicago, from St. Louis, from Cincinnati, 
orany of the other great depots of the West, and 
the Atlantic sea-board. They can put on their 
own tariff, and we must submit. 

Sir, itis time that this condition of things should 
be changed. [t is time that the manufacturing in- 
terest of New York and New England, it is tinve 
that the people, should demand that Congress 
shall make an appropriation which, in addition 
to the appropriations to be made by States or cor- 
porations, will rive us a water communication 
from the Mississippi to the Atlantic ocean. It is 
time that this demand should be made, and time 
that it should be responded to by Congress. Sir, 
Illinois demanda it; the great Northwest, that 1s 
now paying its millions of dollars annually into 
the Treasury of the United States, demands it; the 
creat middle States demand it; New York demands 
it. This demand should be heeded by Congress 
No petty jealousy that can be encendered by one 
section against another should be allowed tosway 
the better judgment of any man upon this floor. 
It 18 time that we shou d be acknowledged as one 
nation, having acomimon interest: the promotion 
of the general welfare of the whole people. We 
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but we should stand here 
ready to appropriate money for Nevada, for Cali- 
gon,or any other portion of th 
United States where an appropriation may be de- 


. , | y* 
other State exclusively; 
fornia, f r Ore 


manded by the best interests of the whole people. 

Sir, take inmy own district the product of one 
single article, which is recognized, at any rate, 
by this Government as legitimate, if it is not by 
those who are very great sticklers for moral re- 
form: the production of high wines. The pro- 
duction of high wines alone consumes in the city 
of Peoria from three to five million bushels of 
grain annually; and but for the fact that that 
manufacture is carried on there, this corn might 
rotin the granaries of the farmer. We reduce 
the bulk of the corn by putting itinto high wines, 
and in that manner we can, lo some extent, re- 
duce the cost of transportation between Peoria 
and New Yerk. From the manufacture of that 
article alone ’ the United States Tr isury has 
already since the internal revenue act has gone 
into operation, reaped a revenue of about five 
million dollars; and whenever the present stock 
on hand, which has worried my friend from 
Ilinois [Mr. Wasnaurne] so much, shall be con- 
sumed, the establishments in Peoria alone will 
produce sufficient high wines to pay, at the rate 
of two dollars per gallon, a tax of $10,000,000 
annually into the Treasury of this Government. 
That is for only one district, and only one arti- 
cle. And is it to be said that this Congress will 
vote down the amendment of the gentleman from 
the Chicago district, [Mr. Arnno.p,] when Jit is 
shown that 95,000,000, one half the amount that 
is paid into the ‘Treasury annually by the single 


y 


city of Peoria, will build you a canal; and im- 
prove the navigation of the Illinois river from the 
Mississippito Lake Michigan,where you can pass 
your gunboats, your transport sand your mull- 
uuons of war, forever free? Why, sir, thisis, upon 
the part of the State of Hlinois, a grand offer to 
the Government. 


This, sir, is but a paltry and 
niggardly sum in view of the enormous benefits 
that are to result from the appropriation. 

Now, sir, | have said this much with regard to 
this proposed improvement mere ly in a commer- 
cial point of view, a point of view which looks to 
the promotion of the pecuniary welfare of the peo- 
ple. Ina military point of view itis, perhaps, of 


equal importance; and | know it is of equal im- | 


portance if we should become involved in a war 
with Great Britain. | have seen it stated that the 
British Government has already ordered thirty 
gunboats to be built, in view of the troubles which 
are about to arise, or which, at least, are threaten- 
ing in the horizon between this country and Can- 
ada. It may not be true; butafter the abrogation 
of our treaty with them in reference to the amount 
of naval force to be maintained on the lakes by 
either party, Great Britain could and probally 
would put upon every lake a powerful fleet. 

Now, buiid the Niagara ship-canal, and where 
are the gunboats to come from? You have got 
to build them unless you give us the Illinois im- 
provements. Give us that canal, and the gun- 
boats are ready to be transferred from the Missis- 
sippt to any of the lakes anywhere on that line 
of communication, What are you going to do 
with the gunboats alread y floating upon the waters 
of the Mississippi, and which have achieved so 
much toward crushing out this rebellion? Are 
ee going to suffer them to rot?) But those gun- 

oats will be of no earthly service upon the west- 
ern waters. What isto be done with them? Are 
they going to lie like lifeless hulks at the levee 
and rot in the sun; or are you going to act with 
foresight, and wisdom, and make these appropri- 
ations not only for the Niagara ship-canal, but 
also for the Illinois and Michigan canal, so that 
these gunboats may be used not only on the Mis- 
Sissippi but upon the waters of the great lakes? 

Mr. MOORHEAD. I desire toask the gentle- 
man from Hlinois whether he thinks that those 
gunboats én the Mississippi river would answer 
for the navigation of the lakes; whether they 
wouid stand a storm there, and, indeed, whether 
they could be used there at all. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I think they could be 
used there, and I will tell thegentlemen how. 1 
have no idea that there would be a raging storm 
on the canal, and therefore I believe they could 
go as far as Chicago, at least. The gentleman 


will prokably agree with me in that. And Chie || but I believe itis true that Pennsylvania, from her || 


cago is the western metropolis and is to-day 


vying with the metropolis on the Auantic coast. 
Chicago 18 a me tropol worth defending. At 
that place is stored at all times millions of grain, 
the product of the western States. ‘That place is 
worth being defended; and these very gunboats 
and other gunboats upon the Adantic coast can be 


transferred to Chicago, Cleveland, Toledo, and | 


other places on the lakes which are of sufficient 
importance to demand defense. I believe that 
most of the gunboats built on the Mississippi 
river might be used to advantage on the lakes. 

Mr. ARNOLD. For all purposes of harbor 
defenses on the lakes those boats would be per- 
feetly suitable. Many of them are suitable for 
the navigation of the lakes at any time, as those 
familiar with them are well advised. I would 
ask the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Biow,} 
who is conversant with the subject, if | am not 
correct, 

Mr. BLOW. I would remind the gentleman 
from the Pittsburg district, [Mr. Moorneap,] 
that two of the finest vessels now floating were 
built on the Mississippi, and are now off Mobile; 
and that to one of them that great naval victory 
achieved under Admiral Farragut is to be attrib- 
uted. It was the Chickasaw, a two-turreted 
monitor, which threw the shell which disabled 
the ‘Tennessee. ‘Those two vessels went down 
the Mississippi, passed around into the Gulf, 
anchored in front of the fort, ran past the fort, 
and attacked the ‘Tennessee, which surrendered 
to the flag of our country. I would also state 
further that they were built six miles below the 
city of St. Louis, that they are sea-going vessels, 
and of course adequate to the navigation of the 
lnkes, and, as l believe, to the defense and pro- 
tection of the ports upon the lakes. 

Mr. ARNOLD. ‘The Secretary of the Navy 
states that all these vessels can be transported to 
the lakes by the enlargement of the Illinois and 
Michigan canal. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. One word more. Idonot 
desire to embarrass this bill, but the members of 
the Ilouse who were here when this matter was 
discussed a year ago will recollect very well that 
we had the testimony of Commodore Foot, and 
other gentlemen who knewall about this subject, 
stating explicitly that these river boats could not 
live through a storm on the lakes; that they were 
not intended for lake navigation, and could not be 
used there. At that time I took the liberty of de- 
nouncing this scheme as useless if it was meant 


as a military necessity to take gunboats from the | 


river aud put them on the lakes. I admit that 
this is a great commercial project, and I have no 


desire to oppose it; but 1 do not want it to be voted | 


There is no ob- 


for here under false pretenses, 
ject in having a canal for the purpose of bringing 


gunboats from the Mississippi river that could | 


not live on the lakes and could not be used there. 

Mr. ARNOLD. In reply to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, I will read the statement of 
the Secretary of the Navy on this subject. He 
says: 

“The United States have at this time one hundred naval 
vessels on the Mississippi and its tributaries, Steamersof 
iron will endure for years in fresh water, and the naval 
vessels which the Government may place on these rivers 
will be preserved. Should the projected water commuui- 
cation connecting the northern lakes with the Mississippi 
by an enlarged ship-canal be carried into effect, the Missis 
sippi squadron could be made available for the defense of 
our northern frontier when circumstances require it. This 
squadron carries four hundred and sixty-two guns and five 
thousand tive hundred men.’? 


That is the statement of the Secretary of the 


Navy upon this idenucal question and about these 
identical vessels. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Mr. Speaker, I had not 
looked for any objection from Pennsylvania. 
Pennsylvania can atford to be even prodigal just 
now. I understand they have “struck ile’’ 
{Laughter.} From that one source alone Penn- 
sylvania has been enriched nearly sixty-five or 
seventy million dollars, and hasa source of wealth 
that appears to be inexhaustible. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
man that we lost more than that by the taking 
off of the duty on railroad iron last year. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] inform the House 
what the profit of Pennsylvania was upon her 
iron trade before the duty was taken off ? 

I do not envy the prosperity of Pennsylvania, 


| would say to the gentle- | 


Willthe gentleman from 
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iron, her coal, and her oil, has made herself one 
of the richest States in this Union. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. Except, if 
the gentleman will allow me, for her canals, which 
have swamped her with $40,000,000 of debt. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Well, she is able to pay 
it. If she is notl will help her to do it. {Laugh- 
ter. 

ade. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. She is, and 
] am glad of it, by reason of her iron, her coal, and 
her oil. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. What would Pennsyl- 
vania be to-day without the railroads and canals 
which she now has? Without these her mines of 
wealth would lie hidden in her bosom, 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. Does the 
gentleman make the inquiry of me what she would 
oe f 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
point of view. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. I shall 
have to call for a division of the question. The 
experience of Pennsylvania has shown her that 
canals never can compete with railways. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. That is not the experi- 
ence of New York. Nor is it the experience of 
lilinois. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. The gen- 
tleman will allow me to state further that we had 
to giveaway partof our canals to somebody who 
would build the balance. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Lam not surprised at that. 
Pennsylvania is not essentially an agricultural 
State, and they have not much to transport ex- 
cept iron and coal and petroleum. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. That 
rather contradicts the compliment which the gen- 
tleman has paid to the wealth of my State. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Not atall. I make the 
exception in favor of your oil, of your iron, and 
of your coal; and I only hope that the source of 
your oil may never fail, that your mines of iron 
will never be exhausted, and that you will go on 
prospering and to prosper until Pennsylvania has 
more money than the national debt amounts to 
to-day; and IL hope, in addition, that Pennsylvania 
may ever be like the widow’s cruse, never failing 
to furnish the oil. [Laughter.] 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. I would like 
to inquire of the gentleman from Illinois whether 
or not he is acquainted with the widow, or whether 
he knowsanythingaboutheroil jug? [Laughter.] 

Mr. COX. I rise to a pointof order. The gen- 
tleman from Illinois is not bound to criminate 
himself. [Laughter.] 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I am obliged to my friend 
from Ohio, and I will avail myself of his point 
of order, If there is anything that is detestable 
and worthy of condemnation, it 1s the miserable 
Siute prejudices that have been cultivated in this 
country under the idea of State rights and State 
sovereignty; an idea which has led to this terrible 
rebellion. tL want no more of it. | want to rec- 
ognize every member on this floor as a Repre- 
sentative of the people of the United States. Ido 
not care whether he comes from the coal mines 
of Pennsy!vania or the factories of Lowell. I re- 
gard him only as a Representative of the whole 
people of the United States, having at heart their 
interests and their advancement. Thatis why I 
say here to-day that Lam for New England. I 
want to take New England by the hand when she 
says to lilinois ** Stand by us,”’ and we will stand 
by her; and all the powers this side of Pandemo- 
nium cannot make us consent to leave her ** out 
in the cold.’? We will stand by the whole coun- 
try, as the Army and Navy have stood by the 
whole country. 

Mr. DAWES. I wish to inquire of my friend 
from Illinois in what manner he proposes to mant- 
fest his attachment for the interests of New Eng- 
land. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I propose to manifest my 
attachment to the interests of New England by 
defending her whenever she is unjustly assailed. 
I propose to defend the interests of New England 
as | would defend those of Ilinois: by imposing 
no burden on Massachusetts which 1 would not 
impose on Illinois, 

Mr. DAWES. 1 would like to inquire of my 
friend whether he proposes to stand by New Eng- 
land by surrenderimg all her industrial interests 
to the competition of the Old World. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. No, sir; I do not. 


I mean in an agricultural 
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